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Darryl Swenson

President’s Corner
Welcome to the first edition of  our 
newsletter — revived after a four 
year hiatus. You can ascribe this to 
a renewed desire of  SJPA 
leadership to communicate better 
to you — the members. Thank you 
Kevin Peterson and Kristine Brown 
at Printonyx for spearheading this 
newsletter.

We have been working on several 
fronts this year — especially with 
helping students to get involved 
with aviation. We granted $6,000 in 
scholarships to students pursuing 
aviation related studies. Last 
September we sponsored a lecture 
series at Friday Harbor High 
School to pique student interest in 
aviation. We also sponsored a trip 
for Friday Harbor students to The 
Museum of  Flight and Boeing 
Academy in Seattle. The exposure 
we are giving students in aviation 
will result in an increased awareness 
and improvement of  aviation here 
in the San Juan Islands. Some San 
Juan Island student, I don’t know 
who, will become keenly interested 
in aviation and attain great heights. 
We at the SJPA will be entitled to 
proudly claim a little credit.

Watch for news for upcoming 
events including our annual 
barbecue and silent auction on July 
16th. This year we are returning to 
Paul Walton’s hangar (formerly 
Dodie Gann’s) at Friday Harbor 
Airport — near the fuel pumps. 

Last year at this barbecue we raised 
over $7,000 for the John Volk 
Memorial Scholarship Fund — 
benefiting San Juan Island students 
interested in aviation.

Interested in flying to Canada? I 
am personally committed to 
helping break down the wall 
between the US and Canada. In 
years past, it was an easy hop over 
there. Now it seems we are held 
back by a morass of  regulations, 
customs headaches, and paper 
work. To help members through 
the maze, I have organized flights to 
Abbotsford, Nanaimo, and 
Victoria. They’re short flights, but 
they force us to go through all the 
motions and learn the procedures. 
Let me know if  you are interested 
in one of  these flights. 

UPCOMING
EVENTS

JULY 7 – 9
Arlington Fly-In

JULY 16th, 11AM to 2 PM
BBQ & Annual Meeting
at Paul Walton’s hangar 
(formerly Dodie Gann’s) near 
the fuel pumps at FHR. 
Admission is $10. (see article 
on last page)

JULY 29th, 12noon
EOM Lunch
at the Mullis Firehouse

AUGUST 12 - 14	
Abbotsford Air Show

AUGUST 19 – 20
AOPA Fly-In 
@ Bremerton
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I was in the Netherlands last 
month feeling a little homesick 
for the San Juan Islands. So I 
decided to take a twenty minute 
ferry ride from the mainland to 
a string of  islands off  the Dutch 
coast called The Frisians. These 
islands stretch from The 
Netherlands through Germany 
to the west of  Denmark. My 
destination was Texel Island. It 
is one of  the larger islands in 
the chain, and it is about the 
size of  San Juan Island. I went 
straight to the airport, and 
suddenly felt almost home. The 
only thing lacking was an 
Ernie’s Restaurant.

I snagged a local pilot and 
jumped into a Cessna 172 and 
flew around the islands to make a bird’s eye comparison 
to our island home. One of  the more outstanding 
differences I noticed from the air is that the island is 
surrounded by raised banks and dykes. The Dutch, of  
course, specialize in holding back the sea. Unlike the 
San Juan Islands, Texel is a flat and sandy island. The 
structures holding back the sea on Texel are modern 
versions of  the berms that were built by the medieval 
ancestors of  the Dutch about a thousand years ago.

I was amused to learn that pilots in The Netherlands, 
where the metric system is well entrenched, express 
their altitude in feet instead of  meters. The simple 
explanation for that is that Cessnas are built in America 
and the altimeters are denominated in feet — not 
meters. That compelled general aviation to digress to 
our imperial measurements. 

In another similarity to our San Juan home, we flew 
over the nearby town of  Den Helder, on the mainland, 
where the country’s largest navy base sits. Shades of  
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station; except we don’t refer 
to our navy as “The Royal Navy.” Apparently the 
Dutch navy had a skirmish with Napoleon down there a 
few years back.

Rudder Locks

A few years back a Skyhawk appeared to have two 2x4’s 
on the tail that was visible when the aircraft was on 
final approach to runway 16 here at Friday Harbor. 
After the aircraft landed, it taxied over to the run up 
pad and started to perform a run up. I pulled up to the 
aircraft and was pointing to the rear of the plane, the 
instructor hopped out and told me they had vibration 
when they were flying and was trying to figure out what 
was happening. It was at this point that I told him that 
he had forgotten to remove his rudder locks and that 
was probably where the vibration was coming from. You 
should have seen how white his face turned!

Time for a good preflight and maybe a new instructor.

Stu
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Flying the San Juans of the Netherlands
Darryl Swenson

Lighthouse on Texel Island, The Netherlands.
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I’ve been enjoying a beefed up 
Cessna 172 (on wheels, floats, 
amphibs, 215 HP Franklin, CS 
prop) for about 45 years. But 
lately I’m smitten by an 
alternative. Glasair Aviation at 
Arlington airport has an 
interesting business model going. 
Their Sportsman incorporates 
modern avionics, is faster/same 
HP, with a greater useful load 
than my rugged old Cessna.  
But the real clincher is that I can 
build it in two weeks with my 
daughter, and two grandsons.  
They are all teens interested in 
aviation and we are all stoked to 
work this project together.

Glasair will assist us to build a 
Sportsman in two weeks…. 
ready to taxi, paint, and 40 
hours fly-off  to get any bugs out. 

My trio will work 7am to 
5:30pm, six days a week and 
accomplish 51% of  the project. 

Recently I watched Glasair crew 
lay up the fiberglas in a fuselage 
mold, and saw carts labeled with 
our name, filled with trays 
containing hundreds of  parts. 
By July 1 a new airplane, 
N653LG will roll out of  the 
shop.   I’ll report how it went, 
with a picture or two, and 
maybe a video of  its first flight 
in next month’s issue!  Stand by.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
AT KFHR

The Friday Harbor Airport will 
soon have a new PAPI lighting 
system but has changed in a couple 
of ways.  First the north end 
(runway 16) will only have two 
instead of four lighting boxes; this 
is because of FAA clearance 
requirements.

Second, the south end (runway 34) 
will still have a four box system but 
it will be on your right side instead 
of the left.  Once again, this is 
location is needed to comply with 
clearance specifications.

The last, and not the least, this new 
system will save on electricity and 
will dim at night.  During this 
construction period we are also 
changing taxiway light operation as 
we have been told they are very 
bright.  Soon the taxiway lights will 
adjust in step with the runway 
lights and not be on full blast!

Until next time,

Stuart Hanson,
Airport Manager

G’son Angus rigging the inside of  a wing.

The Lycoming IO 390 right out of  the 
box.  Many bits and pieces still to be 
attached …. daughter Grace and g’son 
Angus did a lot of  this assembly with 
the attentive help of  the Glasair staff.

The plane starts 
out as some big 
pieces of  
fiberglass and 
many, many bins 
full of  
assemblies, and 
parts….. all 
carefully labeled 
and tracked at 
every step with 
photos and 
signatures.

A family project to build a 
new plane in two weeks
Dennis Willows

http://www.sanjuanpilots.org
http://www.sanjuanpilots.org


SAN JUAN PILOTS ASSOCIATION	 www.sanjuanpilots.org

Roche Harbor’s private airport is a 
quintessential Pacific Northwest 
pilot experience enjoyed by many 
during summer weekends.  Pilots fly 
to the resort for the best $100 
hamburger found in all the 
Northwest and then walk off  the 
feast exploring the docks, trails and 
beautiful historic village.  A small 
landing fee is collected to keep the 
private runway in repair and wheel 
chocks are a must if  parking at the 
west end of  the airport.

With a 3600 feet runway only 30 
feet wide the airport is long and 
narrow so landings can present 
challenges, especially for pilots 
trained on wide concrete runways.  
Combine the skinny pavement with 
90 degree crosswinds that often blow 
up Westcott Bay burbling over trees 
and open pastures adjoining the 
runway makes Roche an exciting 

place to watch landings – 
especially in fall, winter or 
spring.  Add eagles, deer, 
geese and the occasional less 
than knowledgeable pilot to 
the landing equation 
requires extra caution.

Roche Harbor Airport Manager 
David Gibbs reports that the old 
Friday Harbor runway lighting 
system is installed and the airport is 
slowly making strides to connect 
both ends of  the runway with a 
taxiway on the north side of  the 
runway – but not to expect this 
anytime soon.

The airport community has a great 
weather blog, which includes current 
winds, and webcam at: http://
rocheharborairport.blogspot.com/
2011/08/current-weather-at-east-
end-windsock.html

Having landed at Roche five 
hundred times my advice includes a 
nod to landing runway 07 
advantaging the runway slope and 
departing 25 for the same reason.  
Always depart in a manner keeping 
your noise footprint small and 
remember to climb to 1100 feet 
before turning.  Late afternoon ‘sun 
in the eyes’ plagues landing runway 
25 so, unless winds dictate 
otherwise, I land 07 as this greatly 
enhances seeing deer.  A passenger 
in the co-pilot seat is assigned a 
‘deer watch’ role on final.

THE GREATEST GENERATION’S GREATEST COUPLE
You probably already know Don and BJ Craddock.  But, you might not have 
had a chance to hear their stories.  High School sweethearts, married three 
weeks before Don’s deployment to England where he flew 35 missions in a 
B-17.

We spent a very pleasant hour with them, in 2014 about the same time as 
their 70th wedding anniversary,  resulting in two casual, conversational videos.  

The first is Don and Bob 
Brunkow talking 
airplanes.  
https://youtu.be/
yCDWgVF6HKM

The second is Don and 
BJ, along with their 
daughter Cindy. 
https://youtu.be/
NZGvP5mUZP4
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Roche Harbor Airport
Kevin Peterson
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A highlight of  my senior year in Friday Harbor High School has been 
working on a Private Pilot License.  I started last summer, encouraged a lot by 
a summer job with Island Air, helping take care of  hangars and airplanes in 
the company of  a bunch of  serious aviators…. Thanks for that Jackie, and 
crew!.  

With the help of  CFI Lou Coleman (AeroClassic Aviation), I soloed in 
September, passed my ground school exam, and am coming down the home 

stretch.  There is still some cross country 
and night work to do but I can see the 
sky at the end of  the tunnel. 

I look forward a lot to taking my PPL to 
Atlanta, GA in August to Georgia Tech 
to study engineering.  GA Tech has a 
flying community (the Yellow Jacket 
Flying Club) with 4 C-172s and if  there 
is time (they tell me that it’s going to be 
crazy-busy, the next few years, getting my 
engineering chops together), maybe I can 
see the SE part of  the country from the 
air with new friends.  I’ll keep you 
posted! 
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Nearly there!  
Working on my PPLs
Grace Willows

Building a new 
Glasair Sportsman, 
here cutting cables 
for aileron controls. 
Preflight check at 
McMinnville OR, 
on a dual cross 
country flight with 
my CFI Lou 
Coleman, after 
visiting the aviation 
museum.

JOHN VOLK
MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND

Dear SJPA,

Thank you all very much for the 
generous scholarship from the 
John Volk Memorial Fund. I really 
appreciate your significant 
contribution to my future 
academics and I know that it will 
impact my flexibilities in college 
years, in that I won’t be forced to 
finish my studies under time 
pressure. I look forward to bringing 
my knowledge and possibly other 
aspects of my learning in GA back 
to this supportive aviation 
community.

Grace Willows

ABOUT THE JOHN VOLK
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The San Juan Pilots Association 
established the John Volk 
Memorial Scholarship to 
provide financial assistance to 
students pursuing a career in 
aviation related field. Our goal is 
to honor John’s memory of 
service in our community by 
encouraging others to follow his 
example, and by giving them the 
tools to do so.

For more information or to 
donate to the fund, go to:
http://sjicf.org/students/john-
volk-memorial-scholarship/
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Many of  us rural pilots express hesitancy 
when discussing a flight to Boeing Field; 
one must contend with SeaTac class Bravo 
airspace, parallel runways, a tower, big jets, 
etc.  Way too complicated…..

Consider what you’re missing.  A Mariner’s 
game, the Museum of  Flight, Pike Place 
Market, downtown Seattle; loads of  urban 
cultural activities that, if  nothing else, 
remind us why we so love life on San Juan 
Island.  A day in Seattle without the stress 
of  I-5 is a unique experience that we, as 
pilots, have that all other mortals living up here will likely 
never experience.  I-5 traffic….yuck!

I learned to fly at KBFI so for me a trip to Boeing is a 
remembrance of  younger years.  BFI was a once or twice 
a week ritual.  My urban design and infrastructure 
planning included helping BFI understand long term 
needs so any flight into this airport steeped in aviation 
history is a reminder of  all those made flying part of  our 
lives. This experience allows me a ‘familiarity’ with BFI, a 
comfort level, accepting the complicated airspace as a 
natural extension of  this aviation passion.

Weekends at BFI you’ll find accommodating controllers 
and an airport welcoming to us Part 91 pilots on the 
island.  We park our airplane at Signature, formally 
Galvin, where the FBO has always been helpful and 
courteous.   Our daughter, Mari, spent last winter as a 
Signature employee so we’re a bit biased that this is the 
best FBO on the airport.  Clay Lacy is the other FBO 
choice rumored to be just as accommodating and 
courteous.  Parking at Signature, as I recall, will cost a 
minimum of  ten gallons of  expensive 100LL – which, at 
a couple dollars more per gallon than outlying FBO’s, 
amounts to a $20 parking cost – less than parking your 
car in downtown Seattle.  Weekends are quiet at Boeing 
FBOs so a visit will likely include a conversation with 
FBO staff  and a decent cup of  coffee.

Procedures are obviously more complicated that up here 
but BFI makes available a helpful accessibility brochure 
found at: http://www.kingcounty.gov/transportation/
kcdot/Airport/For Pilots.aspx  Here you’ll find VFR 
approaches and departures for non-instrument 

operations.  Be sure and brush up on ATC and Control 
Tower procedures and advantage flight following as this 
makes the sequence into the controlled airport much 
more logical.  We ask Whidbey for flight following to 
KBFI with the specific request for a handoff  to Seattle 
Approach and, controller workload permitting, results in 
a seamless flight into Boeing.  Be sure and stay a couple 
hundred feet below Class Bravo floors and you’ll stay out 
of  ATC’s doghouse.  Once I flew 100 feet below class 
Bravo, confirmed by two GPS units and altimeter, when 
Seattle Approach accused me of  violating Class Bravo 
airspace – which taught me that ATC is vigilant 
protecting class Bravo airspace.  A key to BFI is SeaTac 
air traffic flow.  It’s either a north flow or south flow at 
SEA that governs the active runways in use at KBFI – 
forget what the wind report might suggest.  However, on 
quiet weekends the tower is often accommodating when 
confronted with an uncomfortable tailwind for landing.

When in doubt simply ask.  When I’ve posed dumb 
questions to controllers I’ve never had a controller not be 
helpful – and as a bonus for confessing confession I’ve 
had great traffic separation! 

As rural pilots we’re unique in our ability to use KFI to 
enjoy the city without the torture of  I-5.   We island pilots 
enjoy a different and unique ‘reverse commute’; enjoying 
the city free of  crazy drivers and congestion caused 
anxieties.  A city adventure by airplane is fun when the 
bored weekend FBO ground crew unrolls a red carpet to 
our puddle jumper with an exaggerated gusto and we 
reciprocate with a miserly purchase of  ten gallons of  
avgas!
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Flying to KBFI
Kevin Peterson
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Thank You,
Bob Jamieson!

Local Pilot and Boater Bob 
Jamieson retired as the Chief Pilot 
of Island Air at the end of March. 
This was Bob’s third retirement as 
he first was an Army Aviator, then a 
senior pilot for American Airlines, 
before spending the last 15 years 
as an almost daily fixture at the 
Friday Harbor Airport.

Bob has made many contributions 
to the community including helping 
to develop the Island Air 
Ambulance program and serving as 
the principal night medevac pilot, 
development of the local chapter 
of the Experimental Aircraft 
Association, and teaching an 
aviation ground course at the High 
School for over a decade. 

Bob will continue to reside on his 
boat at the main dock, and at last 
count has six experimental 
airplanes in various stages of 
construction in his airport hangar. 
After returning from his retirement 
cruise to the South Pacific, he will 
probably let us all know what his 
fourth career will be. Thanks, Bob, 
for all that you have done!

I’ve been posted at KAWO 
(Arlington) for a the last 
week and have noticed 
some interesting machines 
in the air nearby, in 
addition to the flock of  
resident powered hang 
gliders, balloons and 
ancient Boeing and Piper 
products.  

First, the largest biplane I have ever seen.  In my picture it is at run up at 
runway 34. The fuselage was tall and narrow, fabric covered, with pilot and 
copilot seated in the outdoors on the upper level. Douglas is written on the 
rudder. The lower level had no windows, and the whole thing was fabric 
covered.  The engine may have been water cooled, but the valve stems were 
dancing rhythmically out in the breeze up on top.  Looked like 8 cylinders.  
Anyone know about it?  

The other may be a Grumman product, but not sure…… is it a 
Bearcat?  The gear legs were long, the wings seemed stubby, 
and the engine had a heart stopping rumble and growl to it. 
When it took off  from Arlington the climb rate was stupendous, 
and the driver did some skillful aerobatics…. loops, 
Emmelmans, and fast fly-bys.   I apologize for the picture, as I 
couldn’t get close enough, fast enough.

If  you see any strange and wonderful flying machines locally 
don’t hesitate to send the editor a picture of  two and your 
commentary for the next issue.

Strange flying 
machines recently 
seen locally
Dennis Willows
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SAN JUAN PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP

Hugh Allen
Travis Ayers

Richard Babbitt
Susan Beauchamp

Steve Billmyer
FH Brame

Bob Brunkow
Lanny Carver

Chris Chouinard
Louis Coleman
James Coose

Jim Cox
Don Craddock

James Crossley
Teresa De Graaff

Paul Dossett
Thomas Eades
Gordon Fowler

C.C./L.M. Franciosi
Bill Geisy

John Geyman
James Gruneisen
Paul Hammerstad

Stuart Hansen
Mike Harrington

Kent Howell
Jackie Island Air

John Kalbert
Stuart Mac Pherson

Diana Macel
Bruce Martin

Robert Matisse
Susan Mazzarella

Craig Melvin
Arthur Miller
Bob Miller

Willaim Morrissey
George Mulligan

Bill Myer
Kenneth Nilsson
Kevin Peterson

Gerald Rehn
Katia Robinson
Gregory Simon
Darryl Swenson
Robert Tauser
Michael Taylor

Chris Teren
Victoria Thalacker

Jeff Traynor
Robert Trip

Marco Vitulli
Gary Williams

Dennis Willows

Know a pilot that you 
don’t see on this list?
Invite them to join!

Barbecue & Annual Meeting 
July 16th
Darryl Swenson

We hope to see you on  July 16th, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm for our 
annual barbecue and silent auction benefiting the John Volk 
Memorial Scholarship fund. Once again, Friday Harbor’s General 
Store and Deli will be catering the event. The cost is $10 per 
person. This year we are moving the BBQ back to it’s original venue: 
Paul Walton’s hangar (AKA Dodie Gann’s hangar) near the fuel 
pumps at Friday Harbor Airport. If  you have items to contribute to 
the silent auction, please contact Chris Chouinard at 360-317-7585.

We are doubling up at this barbecue and declaring the event our 
annual meeting where we elect members to the board of  directors. 
We will have a ballot for you to cast your vote at this barbecue. If  you 
are interested in serving on the board, please let someone from the 
existing board know (see the front page for a list of  current board 
members.

Help make this newsletter 
valuable to SJPA membership

Kristine Brown, Printonyx

Send your upcoming events, news updates, flying stories, helpful 
advice, interesting photos and more to SJPAnews@printonyx.com. 
Pictures can be PDFs or JPEGs medium to high resolution and text 
can be typed in nearly any word processing program or just sent in the 
body of  the e-mail. Deadline for the August edition is July 25th.
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