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President’s Corner
Welcome to the second issue of  our 
new newsletter.  Thank you, Kris 
Brown and Kevin Peterson, for 
publishing and editing this.  The 
feedback from members and non-
members alike has been nothing 
but positive. 

Our annual barbecue benefiting the 
John Volk Memorial Scholarship 
fund was a terrific success.  This 
year we returned to Dodie Gann’s 
hangar, now Paul Walton’s, at 
Friday Harbor Airport.  Thank 
you, Paul. About seventy people 
showed up and we raised over 
$6,000 for the scholarship fund.  
This puts our scholarship fund total 
at about $38,000.  We grant 
scholarships to students on the San 
Juan Islands who have shown 
scholastic achievement, have a 
record of  service to the community, 
and who are interested in pursuing 
an aviation related career.  A special 
thanks to Dennis Willows, Chris 
Chouinard, Ronnie Metcalfe, Fred 
Schumacher, and Craig and Pegi 
Melvin, for pitching in on the 
grunt-work needed to make an 
event like this successful.

In this newsletter you will find 
information on the AOPA fly-in in 
Bremerton on August 19 – 20.  I 
am planning on flying down, and 
hope others will join in.  I attended 
last year’s AOPA regional fly-in at 
Salinas, California and it was worth 

going.  I fully expect Bremerton to 
be as good as or better.

Keep your eyes open for our End-
Of-The-Month Friday lunches and 
quarterly potlucks.  We are always 
attempting to bring you informative 
programs.  Our own Bob Brunkow 
gave us an informative briefing on 
changes of  procedures for flying 
into Bellingham Airport and 
Boeing Field.  Flying into Seattle 
during major sporting events is 
getting tricky.  Thank you Bob for 
guiding us through the airspace 
minefield.  Our next EOM lunch is 
on August 26 at noon at the Mullis 
Firehouse in Friday Harbor.  Our 
next quarterly potluck will be 
September 8th at 5:00 PM - also at 
the firehouse.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

AUGUST 12 - 14	
Abbotsford Air Show

AUGUST 19 – 20
AOPA Fly-In 
@ Bremerton

AUGUST 26, noon
End of Month Lunch
Mullis Fire Station

SEPTEMBER 8, 5:00pm
Quarterly Potluck
Mullis Fire Station
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AOPA Fly-in Bremerton August 20, 2016
Kevin Peterson

Just a reminder that Bremerton is hosting the 2016 
regional AOPA Fly-in on Saturday, August 20.  Here’s a 
quick look at the day’s activities:

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Exhibits open (a chance to buy cool stuff !)
9:15 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Seminars, Safety Briefings, Aviation Product 
Showcase, and More!
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Lunch
2:35 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Pilot Town Hall with AOPA President Mark 
Baker
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Ice Cream Social
4:00 p.m. 
Back to San Juan Island

Be sure and check the NOTAM and Pilot Information 
Packet which can be found at

www.aopa.org/flyins/PWT

Flying in from the San Juan Islands looks straight forward.  
Fly down Hood Canal to the Hoodsport/Union area 
where you bootleg to the east a few miles following Hood 
Canal to Wheeler Lake before turning northeast to 
approach Bremerton.  Expect traffic joining you from the 
east when over Hood Canal, especially just south of  the 
restricted P-51 airspace at Bangor Naval Base, and from 
the south at Wheeler Lake.

A couple dozen 
presentations are 
planned and I 
counted over 85 
exhibitors.  It 
should be a great 
day only an hour to 
the south. 

New PAPI system at KFHR
Stuart Hansen

On July 13th our new PAPI light system was 
commissioned by the FAA and now the old system has 
been removed and this project is coming to a close. To 
save electricity we have put the new system on Pilot 
Controlled Lighting and have added a photo electric 
eye, during the daylight, the system will be off unless a 
pilot keys the mike 3 times and the PAPIs will come on 

at 100 percent brightness. During the night the PAPI 
lights will operate at 10 percent until the 3 clicks on 
the mike when they go up to 30 percent brightness. 

The taxiway lights are also in sync with the runway 
lights now so we may not see the bright blue glow 
around the airport.
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For the past four summers my 
airplane, a Flight Design CTLS, and 
I joined a group of  about seventy 
airplanes for a cross-Canada flight. 
The group, Century Flight Club, 
annually flies from one Canadian 
coast to the other. We alternate 
directions – east to west one year, 
then west to east the next. One year, 
for example, we flew from 
Vancouver BC to Prince Edward 
Island in the Canadian Maritimes. 
This year’s flight of  seventy airplanes 
untypically flew from south to north 
with our northernmost stop being 
Dawson City, YT – about 1,400 NM 
north of  Friday Harbor. Had I flown 
just a little further north, I would 
have crossed the Artic Circle – above 
which my airplane’s insurance is 
void.

My route from Friday Harbor took 
me up the Fraser River Valley to Fort 
St. John where the entire group 
converged. After an overnight in 
Fort St. John, we followed the 
Alaskan Highway to Whitehorse YT, 
our base camp for five days. It took 
three days flying from Friday 

Harbor to 
reach 
Whitehorse, a 
town of  about 
twenty five 
thousand that 
grows on you. 
The gold-rush flavor and walks along 
the Yukon River Trail were definite 
highlights. Another highlight was 
watching a Boeing 737 land and 
depart on the gravel strip in Dawson 
– The Yukon’s second largest “city” 
with a population of  1,500. We were 
in Whitehorse on June 21st where it 
is a tradition among Yukon pilots to 
fly by the light of  day at midnight. 
There’s lots of  daylight up there 
during June, so there’s never a worry 
of  making your destination before 
nightfall.

Northern BC and The Yukon 
landscape is vast, remote, and 
desolate. Airports are few and are 
spread far between. It is nice to have 
the comfort of  flying with the group. 
We don’t fly in formation, nor do we 
necessarily see one another in route. 
But we keep in radio touch with each 

other – reporting our positions, and 
that is a comfort when flying over 
infinite grizzly-bear infested forests 
with no civilization for hundreds of  
miles in all directions.

I carry survival gear including warm 
clothing, freeze-dried food, and bear-
spray. Canadians pilots carry 
explosive “bear-blasters.” But I opted 
for bear-spray over bear-blasters – 
not wanting to carry explosives 
through customs and border 
protection. I use both ForeFlight and 
a Garmin 696 for flight planning and 
navigation. Please don’t tell my 
fellow pilots that one of  my favorite 
flight planning tools is a AAA road 
map. This gives a broad view the 
route. Aeronautical charts are pretty 
cluttered, and all that detail obscures 
the big picture.

Midnight Sun Flight
Darryl Swenson

Our planes parked on 
a flyout to Caribou Crossing, YT.

First day of  flying. Fraser River Valley. 
 

Article continued next page

Dawson City YT.
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I have already paid my deposit for 
next year’s Century Flight Club’s 
excursion to the Kootenay Rockies in 
British Columbia and Alberta. For 
Friday Harbor pilots, this is a closer 
destination – as compared to a flight 

to Canada’s east coast. If  you ever 
thought of  flying with this group, 
this flight will be a good place to 
start. The schedule has not been 
announced yet, but it will very likely 
take place in June or July 2017.

Whitehorse YT airport overlooking 
the city and the Yukon River.
 
 

Above: The 
desolate Yukon 
landscape.

Left: An Air North 
737 landing on a 
dirt strip at 
Dawson City, YT.

Below is the steps/instructions that Boeing Field 
Tower does to help ensure the security of the event 
with the operational needs of the airspace users. 
BFI ATCT takes the following steps every time 
there is an event covered under NOTAM 9/5151 
within our airspace:

•  Make a broadcast on the ATIS concerning the 
TFR from at least one hour prior to the scheduled 
start time of the event until one hour after the 
event concludes.

•  Authorize only those aircraft that have an 
operational need (landing/departing BFI/Lake 
Union/Lake Washington Seaplane Base), safety 
of flight, Department of Defense (DoD), law 
enforcement, air ambulance. Do not authorize an 
aircraft to transition the TFR for their 
convenience – it must be an operational need.

•  The only other aircraft authorized to be in the 
TFR are for operational purposes of the event 
and/or broadcast coverage of the event.

•  All aircraft that authorize to penetrate the TFR 
must be on a discrete beacon code. This allows 
other agencies charged with National Security to 
know we are in communication with and have 
authorized the aircraft to enter the TFR area.

•  Scenic flights over downtown do not have an 
operational need to penetrate the TFR unless 
there is WX, wind, or other safety of flight 
considerations that require the flight through the 
TFR area.  Aircraft must exit the TFR and then, if 
they are returning to land at BFI be cleared back 
into the TFR.  

Please don’t hesitate to [Kevin Nolan] at 6401 if 
you have any questions.

BFI: Notice Covering Sporting Events (NOTAM 9/5151) 
Adapted from a Memo to Bob Brunkow from Kevin Nolan, Air Traffic Manager, Boeing Airport Traffic Control Tower (BFI)

See Bob’s article on the next page for 
additional information on flying into Boeing 
Field during sports events. Next issue, Bob 
will share BFI West Departures & Arrivals.
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This article roughly and informally describes recently 
implemented TFR procedures for Boeing Field in 
connection with sporting events in the Seattle market.
Be sure and read the FAA legalese in their TFR note 
comes to be in compliance.
I encourage SJPA pilots to read FAA NOTAMS and the 
AOPA website on TFR procedures at BFI.  This article 
serves only to make our pilots aware of  TFR issues for 
Boeing Field – a ‘head’s up’ that you need to thoroughly 
plan your flight.

Note that currently the FAA website for TFRs are listed 
under security NOTAMS, not sports NOTAMS.  But this 
just might change. 

In general events at Qwest Field/CenturyLink Field/
Safeco Field creates a 3 mile TFR extending north to Pier 
91 or just south of  the ship canal, the following describes 
a possible procedure when approaching BFI from the 
north. 

To enter the TFR requires a discrete squawk code. This 
code is issued by ATC.  Without a discrete squawk code 
you are in big trouble!

There are two practical methods of  obtaining that 
squawk code. The easiest and most predictable is when 
requesting flight following from Whidbey Approach when 
departing the San Juan Islands. 
When checking in with Whidbey, request flight following 
through to Boeing Field with a handoff  to Seattle 
Approach.  The squawk code you’re issued will provide 
transition into the TFR.  The Boeing ATIS one hour 
prior to and one hour after the event provides general 
TFR notification.  Remember that each pilot is 
responsible for checking NOTAMS so be sure to know 
before your flight that the TFR is in effect!

If  you have not checked in with Whidbey Approach, you 
can also get the TFR squawk code by checking in with 
Seattle approach, or failing that, north of  Shilshole 
Marina on your initial call to Boeing tower you can 
request a squawk code to enter the sports TFR.

I recommend the Flight Following approach to acquire 
the TFR squawk code as you have much more time to 
work with ATC as opposed to waiting until you’re ready 
to contact Boeing Tower. Waiting till the last opportunity 
to request that squawk code is not a good idea especially 
when Flight Following is available. In other words don’t 

wait too late to request the TFR squawk code. The earlier 
the better!
When departing BOEING to the north with the active 
TFR ask Boeing Ground for a code to transition through 
the TFR to the north. Upon receiving that code enter it 
in your transponder and turn the transponder on this will 
allow you a north departure through the TFR.  Avoid 
flying directly over the stadiums.
Importantly the Squawk Code should be turned 
on and active in your transponder during taxi 
with, or without, a TFR in effect.  This is 
different than we’ve been taught in the past.  
Transponder on with engine start and 
transponder off  with engine shut down whenever 
you’re at BFI.
Some pilots have reported that Boeing ground may be 
too busy to timely issue a squawk code for departure. 
However this is must much more likely to be the 
exception than the norm.  In this case you may wish to 
consider the new ‘West’ departure as described in a 
separate article in this issue.

Note this TFR procedure also applies to sporting events 
at Husky Stadium.  The AOPA website publishes stadium 
schedules in the Seattle area but is subject to frequent 
changes.  Again, check NOTAMS before flying.

Seattle Seafair TFR NOTAMS.
Be aware there will be four days of  TFR’s near the 
hydroplane pits on Lake Washington starting on or 
around August 4.

With Seattle a hotbed for political fund raising and 
campaigning we can expect VIP TFR’s between now and 
the November election.  Some are scheduled to start on 
or around August 24.  BFI is often busy so be certain to 
check NOTAMS before venturing to the city. Elsewhere 
in this newsletter you’ll find the official description of  the 
TFR procedures as issued by Boeing Field Tower.

SJPA NEWSLETTER	 AUGUST 2016

BFI Sporting Events TFR – 
Procedures for island pilots
Bob Brunkow
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I described last month our plan to 
build a replacement for my 1968 
Cessna 172, my old workhorse, a four 
place, high wing, tricycle gear, single 
engine model that has been around 
for more than half  a century.

Well we did it!!  We built a Sportsman 
with 6 Glasair professionals, my 
daughter Grace and 2 grandsons 
Angus and Ian.  We also had a lot of  
help from four high school students, 
Logan, Austin, Natasha, and Derrick, 
winners of  a General Aviation 
Manufacturers Association contest for 
aircraft design.  In all we worked 11 
long days 

The construction proceeded rapidly 
because the Glasair pros has done it 
many times before with all the right 
tools and jigs.  But things went 
quickly also because our construction 
team was coordinated in 4-6 small 
groups working different components 
in parallel.  We inspected/
documented, and photographed 
construction at every stage.  I worked 
closely with all of  them and will 
receive an Aviation Repairman 
Certification to make future repairs 
and inspections.  

On day 11, it was inspected by an 
FAA representative who certified 
N653LG airworthy.  We then pushed 
it outside the hangar, fired it up and 
taxied it out for the first time.  It has 
since been flown, although still 
without paint.  I will soon join Glasair 
pilots to complete 40 hours of  flight 
within 100 miles of  Arlington airport 
before passengers are welcomed on 
board. 

You will see from the photos that we 
were all over that airplane, and if  you 
look at the video made by grandson 
Angus, the whole thing goes together 
in less than 90 seconds …… well, if  

UPDATE: A family project to 
build a new plane in two weeks
Dennis Willows

you only take a frame/minute.  Watch 
the wing-fold mechanism test at 23 
seconds. https://drive.google.com/
file/d/0B_bLOx2b-
vRYa2NHUFBmMnJRdkE/view 

One of  the especially delightful parts 
of  the project was deciding how to 
paint it…..  there are dozens of  
interesting Sportsman paint schemes 
out there but in general they seem to 
fall into two categories, viz., two big 
bold colors with black separator lines, 
or multiple colors and/or prominent 
swooping wavy trim lines.  We 
currently favor the big bold colors but 
ideas and recommendations are 
welcome!! 

From top: Congressman Rick Larson (D), 
swaging a fitting on my throttle cable….. 
hmm, how should I feel about this? Installing 
the exhaust system to the Lycoming io390 
engine The wings fold for compact storage or 
transport.  

Shortly after writing my piece last 
month reporting two unusual planes at 
the Arlington Airport, I stumbled on 
more information about both of them 
at the Arlington Airshow…. Both were 
on display there.  

First, the big, black Grumman was a 
Hellcat, not a Bearcat and the nearby 
photos tell it all.  It was built near the 
end of the production run of the 
Grumman WWII series and barely 
missed becoming used as a target for 
gunnery practice after the war.  But it 
has been used since for aerial and 
static display frequently.

The other, the large, fabric covered 
biplane was the Seattle II, a replica of a 
1924 Douglas World Cruiser built 
during the most recent decade or so.  I 
found a lucid website online that tells 
the full story of that marvelous flying 
machine.  It was powered by a 400 HP 
V-12 Liberty air-cooled engine and is 
still part of a project to make a round-
the-world flight when all the pieces 
are in place.

What is It? – Update from last month
By Dennis Willows 
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Barbecue & Annual Meeting • July 16th 
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SAN JUAN PILOTS 
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Robert Trip
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Know a pilot that 
you don’t see on 
this list? Invite 
them to join!

Help make this newsletter 
valuable to SJPA membership
Kristine Brown, Printonyx

Send your upcoming events, news updates, flying stories, helpful advice, 
interesting photos and more to SJPAnews@printonyx.com. Pictures can be 
PDFs or JPEGs medium to high resolution and text can be typed in nearly 
any word processing program or just sent in the body of  the e-mail. 
Deadline for the September edition is August 25.

Expert Aircraft Maintenance 
in Friday Harbor 

San Juan Air Maintenance
Sid Smith • 360 378 6324

mechsmith@rockisland.com

	

San Juan Islands’ premier aviation 
destination with full-service airport 
offering US Customs point of entry, 
aviation fuel, repair & maintenance, 

& flight instruction opportunities.
Phone (360) 378-4724

http://www.portfridayharbor.org/airport/ 

Christine & Patrick offer friendly & timely 
service in a comfortable atmosphere with 

great food & reasonable prices.”
744 Airport Circle Drive in Friday Harbor

360 378 6605
www.facebook.com/Ernies-Cafe-157511244289584/

Serving the San Juan Islands with 
Pilot Training, Charter & Scenic Flights,

Office 360 378 6991
www.westwindav.com

Serving the San Juan Islands with
Air Ambulance Service, Charter Flights, 

Pilot Training & Scenic Flights
Introductory air ambulance 

membership is $39 per year or 
$119 for three years covers you, 

your spouse or domestic partner and 
other dependents living with you.

Office 360 378 2376
www.islandairambulance.com
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