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President’s Corner

Wow. Summer’s almost gone. 
That went by quickly. One 
consolation is that fall and winter 
flying can bring some of  the best 
flying weather. (OK. Some of  
the worst too.) The days are 
shorter, but the ride is often 
smoother because spring winds 
and summer thermal activity 
taper off. Nothing beats flying on 
a cool, clear, crisp fall or winter 
day.

Those of  us who live in Western 
Washington have a bonanza of  
beautiful flying destinations right 
at our doorstep. The Pacific 
Northwest offers so much. We 
have stunning destinations 
including the high deserts of  
Eastern Oregon, The Palouse, 
The Oregon Coast, The 
Columbia River Gorge, Hell’s 
Canyon and Priest Lake in Idaho. 

Spokane is a beautiful destination 
city for a weekend flight. British 
Columbia is a cornucopia of  
nearby fling destinations too: 
Vancouver Island, The Canadian 
Cascades, Fraser River Valley, 
and The Rocky Mountains. 
I could go on and on. These 
destinations are all within a day’s 
flight. If  you’re interested in a 
cross-country excursion let us 
know. We might round up a few 
airplanes and call it a fly-out.

It is time to get your dues in for 
2017. The easiest way is to send a 
check for $25 payable to SJPA. 
Send it to P.O. Box 874, Friday 
Harbor WA 98250. Please 
include your contact information. 
If  you are new to the SJPA, 
membership paid after 
September 1st is good for all of  
2016 and 2017. We currently 
have over seventy members, and 
we are looking to increase that 
number next year.

Our newsletter has gotten great 
reviews. We have printed copies 
that we are circulating around the 
airport and local businesses. We 
have attracted local advertisers. 
Thank you for your support. 
Look on the back of  each issue 
for our advertisers and let them 
know that you saw their ad in our 
newsletter. If  you would like to 
place an ad let us know.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

September 25
Newsletter Articles
Due for October
Send to: 
darrylswenson@gmail.com

Friday, September 30, Noon
End of the Month
Brownbag Lunch
Mullis Fire Station

December 10
Annual Holiday Party

SJPA Board Members
Darryl Swenson, President
Chris Chouinard, Vice President 
Craig Melvin, Treasurer 
Dennis Willows
Kevin Peterson  
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The SJPA September End of  
Month (EOM) Lunch will feature 
a delightful story of  grandfather 
and grandson flying to 48 states in 
6 days.  Mike Schoonover, a good 
friend of  Bob Brunkow, will share 
with us this adventure flown in a 
Maule M4.  Here are excerpts 
from an article written by Colby 
Dunn on this adventure:

“…Over the course of  the trip, they 
burned 600 gallons of  fuel, flew more 
than 59 hours and made friends at 
small airports in every quadrant of  the 
country. They passed over three major 

disasters and countless 
acres of  untouched natural 
beauty.

Would he do it again? ‘In 
a heartbeat,’ says 
Schoonover.

“You know, did you ever 
have a family event, something where 
you wanted it to be perfect and you hoped 
it would be perfect, but things aren’t 
perfect?” he asks, as he pushes the small 
plane, it’s green stripe gleaming in the 
sun, out for another jaunt into the crisp 
summer sky. “Well, this was.”

This presentation will instill in all 
of  us the passion of  stick and 
rudder flying and how an 
adventure can be a life changing 
experience for young people.

EOM Lunch –  September 30

Touching down in 48 states
Six days in the cockpit with peanut butter 
sandwiches presentation by Mike Schoonover

This Friday Harbor based lovely is co-
owned by Bob / Cynthia, Craig / Pegi 
and David / Marie.

On a warm July, Saturday the crew took 
advantage of  the Airports wash rack.  
For those who do not know, the rack is 
located just outside the south gate of  the 
terminal.  It is the same area used by 
Kenmore Air for de-icing their 
commuter planes.  A long hose and 
brush is provided.  Washers need to 
simply push a button to activate a pump 
which carries the run off  away and 
prevents it from making it down to the 
ocean.

Come to Friday Harbor, support our 
pilots association and have lunch at 
Ernies when you’re done.

Photo by Darryl Swenson

Cessna 182 N8485M gets a bath
by Craig Melvin
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BFI Arrival and Departure Procedural Change 
by Bob Brunkow

Heads up BFI bound pilots.  A 
new procedure for arriving or 
departing Boeing Field to the west 
is now in effect.   This procedure 
replaces the old Vashon departure 
when a south flow is in effect at 
BFI and SeaTac. 

On the next page is a statement 
from Kevin Nolan airport traffic 
manager Boeing Field and the 
technical description of these 
routes. 
I especially enjoyed the 
instruction “Turn west at the South 
Park Bridge, to overfly School Buses, 
continuing west/approximate ground 
track 250° over Thistle Ave.”  
Hmmm…what does one do when 
school buses are busy moving 
students? 

Again this relates to a West 
departure from either runway 
during a South flow at Boeing 
Field.

Most San Juan pilots may not 
frequently use a West departure 
from Boeing Field. However 
recently implemented TFR 
changes in conjunction with the 
sports TFR may encourage a 
West the VFR departure in order 
to forward avoid the TFR to the 
north near clink/Safeco Stadium. 
Also depending on workload a 
clearance through the TFR may 
not be available and a West 
departure may be the only 
practical way out of  the Seattle 
area in order to begin heading 
north.

This procedure is on a trial basis 
and if  pilots have an issue with it 

they are encouraged to provide 
comments to Kevin Nolan at 
Boeing Field’s phone number is 
206-658-6401

That test is currently underway.

Here is a map you should review 
showing these routes

http://www.sanjuanpilots.org
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Statement from Kevin 
Nolan, Boeing Field
South Flow VFR Westbound Arrival;/
Departure Procedures. 
The new procedures are necessary to avoid 
SEA Class B violations and conflicts with 
arrivals at KSEA when VFR KBFI traffic is 
departing to the west.  The procedures will 
also increase the vertical separation 
between KSEA IFR Arrivals to RWYs 16 
and KBFI VFR Westbound departures and 
arrivals thereby improving safety and 
reducing the likelihood of TCAS RA events. 

The new procedures, for departures 
(Lincoln VFR Departure) and arrivals 
(Bootleg VFR Arrival) from the west, will be 
in effect when Runways 13L/R are in use. 
BFI plans to test the procedures for about 
60 days to gather data.  Near the 
conclusion of the test, a Safety Risk 
Management (SRM) panel will convene to 
review the data.  If all goes well, the plan is 
to publish the procedures on the Seattle 
terminal area chart and create VFR GPS 
Waypoints

July 30th I started flight lessons.  
Also, I teach Pilates, own my own 
business, and co-parent with my 
husband.  It’s a lot and it is not 
uncommon for people to ask why 
I want to fly a plane.  It’s a lot of  
money, a lot of  time, and a big 
challenge.   

I am tired of  thinking I can’t – 
plain and simple.  Whether it’s 
childhood baggage or 
approaching my forties, a fear of  
failure is no longer “a go.”  Also, 
I have a daughter.  And right now, 
flying is a man’s world.   My 
husband earned his private pilot’s 
license just before my daughter 
was born.  It blew my mind and 
seemed like magic out of  a Harry 

Potter book.  While flying still 
seems magical, over this past year 
I met three local female pilots – 
one of  them Grace Willows.  
They inspired me and made it 
clear that we, as women, can do 
anything.  When my daughter and 
I hear a female voice on the radio, 
we both take note.   I want to be 
that voice for her.  

Finally, life is too short.  I love this 
island.  But sometimes schooling, 

supplies, and medical care from 
the mainland is necessary for 
professional growth and health 
care for friends and family.   
Flying makes a specialized 
doctor’s appointment a morning 
adventure, a Pilates training 
course one day instead of  two, a 
flight out of  Sea-Tac a four hour 
trip versus a full day.   My time is 
precious and flying opens doors – 
for all of  us.  

Why I Am Going to Learn to Fly
Sharalyn Lehman
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This article describes a change in 
operational policies/procedures at 
BLI.
Recently, airport administration has 
begun actively discouraging 
intersection departures. This is 
primarily due to for noise abatement 
as well as safety concerns by the 
airport Administration.
The intent of  minimizing intersection 
departures would cause aircraft to use 
the full length of  the runway to have 
a higher altitude before over flying 
residential areas in the south end of  
the field. The same would apply to 
North departures.
It’s important that pilots, especially 
from the islands, fly the runway 
heading to the shoreline to the south 
as this will dramatically reduce the 
noise complaints.  Avoid the temptation for an early 
turn to the West
The decision to grant or not grant an intersection 
departure will be up to the personnel in the tower 
cab at BLI.
Several possible exceptions allow the tower to 
accommodate a request for an intersection.  These 
include

• Congestion at the north end when 16 bravo 
has airline equipment awaiting IFR departure 
that block, or partially block, the use of  16 
bravo.

• Concern of  a GA aircraft of  potential jet 
blast from awaiting airline equipment at the 
north end of  the field as described above

• Delays encountered due to a student doing a 
‘patented one hour run up’ in his 150 while 
blocking 16 bravo.  These students, obviously, 
were not trained in Friday Harbor!

• Other types of  congestion blocking the 
entrance to 16 bravo

• Possible significant tailwinds gusting from the 
south making taxi for the full-length 
uncomfortable and/or possibly dangerous

In these cases, tower has the discretion to approve, 
but not offer, intersections such as 16 Charlie or 16 
Foxtrot which was formally frequently used by single-
engine GA Aircraft Departing to the South and 
Southwest.

Bellingham 
Intersection 

If you have any questions or 
need additional information 
contact Sunil Harman at:

Sunil Harman A.A.E., IAP
Director of Aviation
Bellingham International Airport
 
4255 Mitchell Way, Suite#206
Bellingham, WA 98226
(360) 676-2500 Ext. 378
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CubCrafters
Kevin and Ann Peterson

Yakima is where the venerable 
Piper PA-18 Cub lives on as an 
even better airplane many of  us 
know as the Carbon Cub.  Over 
150 employees build about 6 of  
these airplanes a month and 
service the more than 600 
airplanes produced by 
CubCrafters.  Just a couple hours 
flight from the San Juan Islands 
CubCrafters is great excuse to fly 
by Mt Rainier, visit the warm side 
of  the state and be tempted by 
these back country beauties.

With Max Platts of  CubCrafters 
as host we spent a late Friday 
afternoon at the factory getting a 
sense of  how they construct these 
airplanes.  CubCrafters is a 
friendly place where each aircraft 
is carefully assembled and a 
strong sense of  customer loyalty 
permeates the company.  Max 
shared the joy that comes when 
the aircraft manufacturer knows 
the customer; those lucky enough 
to fly these beautiful airplanes.

CubCrafters is the second largest 
airplane manufacturer in 
Washington albeit a bit below the 
Boeing Company.  CubCrafters 
employees over 150 people and 
has become a proud part of  the 

Yakima 
Community.  Just 
down the street is 
located the Yakima 
Valley Community 
College Aerospace 
Machining 
Technology 
program from which CubCrafters 
offers many a first exposure to 
aircraft design and manufacturing 
and the first job after college.  
Hat’s off  to the owners of  
CubCrafters for community 
involvement.

The EX-2 is a kit offered by 
CubCrafters for the pilot willing 
to invest time and spend a bit less 
money for an exceptional 
airplane.   A builder assist 
program allows owners to 
fabricate many components that 
make up their CubCrafter 
airplane.  This is a five day 
program followed by a two day 
final assembly effort.  Between 
these owner assist periods aircraft 
parts made by the owner join the 
assembly line where professionals 
put together key fabrications.  
Max Platts is the kit coordinator 
and can provide details and 
answers to questions

All in all CubCrafters offers 
a great airplane for those 
venturing into the wilderness for 
the sheer joy of  stick and rudder 
flight.  Max can be reached at: 
max.platts@cubcrafters.com.  

Be sure and visit the CubCrafters 
website.  It’s a great website filled 
with photos and facts. 
www.clubcrafters.com

Carbon Cub from 
Roche Harbor to 
Santa Maria
Fred Schumacher

Bob Anderson and I flew his 
Carbon Cub from Roche 
Harbor to Santa Maria, 
California, shooting video all the 
way.  The trip was divided into 4 
segments.

Day 1 - Roche Harbor to 
Albany, OR. https://youtu.be/
bNQyc39GWkc

Day 2 - Albany to Ashland 
https://youtu.be/YlrqDLKMZFo 
and Ashland to the Nut Tree in 
Vacaville https://youtu.be/-
VDlOZ645dE 

Day 3 - Nut Tree to Santa Maria 
https://youtu.be/JWYkJhD-9vY.

We flew it low and slow, 90 mph 
at about 1,000 feet.  And, except 
for day 1, all were early 
morning.  It was a very 
rewarding trip, celebrating the 
true spirit of general aviation.

Max Platts explains to Ann a 
control push rod assembly
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A question many of  us have is what 
compelled Jim Richmond to create the 
Carbon Cub.  Here’s a good explanation 
from the company website:

“Find something you love to 
do...and you'll never have to work 
a day in your life”

Jim Richmond is one of  those 
fortunate people who have made 
a successful career of  something 
they love. In Jim's case, it's a deep 
appreciation of  an iconic 
airplane: The Piper Super Cub.

Back in 1980, after a thorough 
fact-finding trip to Alaska (where 
the Super Cub is a favorite of  
bush pilots), Jim made the 
decision to sell his home 
insulation business and switch to 
rebuilding Super Cubs. 
CubCrafters was born.

From the beginning, what 
distinguished Jim's vision was his 
ability to recognize the potential 
performance that he believed had 
never been fully developed in the 
Super Cub.  An innovative 
engineer as well as an 
accomplished Airframe and 

Power Plant mechanic, Jim was 
constantly on the lookout for 
interesting modifications and 
refinements.  This effort led him 
to developing a community of  
like-minded enthusiasts, through 
efforts such as the publication of  
the Super Cub Newsletter.

Over the next two decades, this 
ambition evolved to the stage 
where CubCrafters was no longer 
in the modification business so 
much as it was building new 
airplanes - airplanes greatly 
improved from the original Super 
Cub. Stronger, safer, easier to fly.

In 1997, CubCrafters expanded 
and outfitted an additional 
40,000 square-foot 
manufacturing facility adjacent 
Yakima's McAllister Field 
Airport. From here was 
introduced their first entirely 
proprietary design, the Top Cub. 
The response of  aviation 
enthusiasts - recreational and 
back-country working pilots - was 
sensational.

More recently, in response to the 
creation of  the Light Sport 
Aircraft class, CubCrafters 
developed the 100-horsepower 
Sport Cub and the phenomenal 
new 180 hp Carbon Cub SS 
(which provides the shortest 
takeoff, fastest climb rate and 
shortest landing of  any aircraft in 
its class).

And Jim?  He's still owner and 
Chairman.  Still actively involved 
in the research and design of  
ways to make the Super Cub ever 
better.

Still doing what he loves.

Story by Harvey MacKay
Business book author

A brief history of 
CubCrafters
2004: Earning their FAA Part 21 
Production Certificate and their first 
FAA Aircraft Type Certificate, 
CubCrafters introduces Top Cub: a 
Part 23 Certified design, based on the 
Piper Super Cub and the most popular 
STCs (Supplemental Type Certificates).

2006: Introduction of the Company's 
first Light Sport Aircraft: Sport Cub is a 
clean-sheet design that advances the 
genre of backcountry, tailwheel aircraft.

2009: A lightweight, 180 horsepower 
engine is added to Sport Cub. Initially 
badged Super SportCub, it is renamed 
Carbon Cub SS in 2010. Along with 
Carbon Cub SS, a kit version of the 
aircraft is offered: Carbon Cub EX.

2015: An innovative builder assist 
program is introduced for for the 
Carbon Cub Kit. Carbon Cub FX 
represents CubCrafters' most capable 
backcountry taildragger yet

The newest aircraft is the XCub.  
180hp, constant speed prop, 1,084 
pound useful load, 145mph cruise at 
75% power and good for an 800 mile 
trip.  Very impressive. 

http://www.sanjuanpilots.org
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After a couple years of being shut down, The 
Stampede Pass ASOS is back on line!!!

This is a major safety improvement for General 
Aviation crossing the Cascades.

Another helpful resource for any cross country trip 
in our State is the Washington State Airport Camera 
network which can be found at:  

 http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/WebCam/
default.htm

Checking the Stampede ASOS along with the Hyak 
camera will give you a good, near real time, idea of 
the conditions along I-90

The FAA lists the Stampede Pass ASOS contact information 
as:  KSMP: 135.275; Tel (360) 866 2758

As always, be sure to check the most current chart and 
Flight Service briefing

Stampede Pass ASOS
Mike Taylor
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SAN JUAN PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP

Hugh Allen
Travis Ayers

Richard Babbitt
Susan Beauchamp

Steve Billmyer
FH Brame

Bob Brunkow
Lanny Carver

Chris Chouinard
Louis Coleman
James Coose

Jim Cox
Don Craddock

James Crossley
Teresa De Graaff

Paul Dossett
Thomas Eades
Gordon Fowler

C.C./L.M. Franciosi
Bill Geisy

John Geyman
James Gruneisen
Paul Hammerstad

Stuart Hansen
Mike Harrington

Kent Howell
Jackie Island Air

John Kalbert
Stuart Mac Pherson

Diana Macel
Bruce Martin

Robert Matisse
Susan Mazzarella

Craig Melvin
Arthur Miller
Bob Miller

Willaim Morrissey
George Mulligan

Bill Myer
Kenneth Nilsson
Kevin Peterson

Gerald Rehn
Katia Robinson
Gregory Simon
Darryl Swenson
Robert Tauser
Michael Taylor

Chris Teren
Victoria Thalacker

Jeff Traynor
Robert Tripp
Marco Vitulli

Gary Williams
Dennis Willows

Know a pilot that 
you don’t see on 
this list? Invite 
them to join!

Update: Sending in Newsletter Items

Send your upcoming events, news updates, flying stories, helpful advice, 
interesting photos and more to darrylswenson@gmail.com. Pictures can be 
PDFs or JPEGs medium to high resolution and text can be typed in nearly 
any word processing program or just sent in the body of  the e-mail. 
Deadline for the October edition is September 25.

Expert Aircraft Maintenance 
in Friday Harbor 

San Juan Air Maintenance
Sid Smith • 360 378 6324

mechsmith@rockisland.com

	

San Juan Islands’ premier aviation 
destination with full-service airport 
offering US Customs point of entry, 
aviation fuel, repair & maintenance, 

& flight instruction opportunities.
Phone (360) 378-4724

http://www.portfridayharbor.org/airport/ 

Christine & Patrick offer friendly & timely 
service in a comfortable atmosphere with 

great food & reasonable prices.”
744 Airport Circle Drive in Friday Harbor

360 378 6605
www.facebook.com/Ernies-Cafe-157511244289584/

Serving the San Juan Islands with 
Pilot Training, Charter & Scenic Flights,

Office 360 378 6991
www.westwindav.com

Serving the San Juan Islands with
Air Ambulance Service, Charter Flights, 

Pilot Training & Scenic Flights
Introductory air ambulance 

membership is $39 per year or 
$119 for three years covers you, 

your spouse or domestic partner and 
other dependents living with you.

Office 360 378 2376
www.islandairambulance.com
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