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Darryl Swenson

President’s Corner

Friday Harbor Airport is a jewel on 
the islands. Whenever I approach I 
marvel at what a welcoming site it is. 
Typically I notice the surrounding 
blue waters and green fields. Then I 
am greeted by a well-maintained 
runway that is 3,402 feet long and 
75’ wide according to the FAA 
publication now called the “Chart 
Supplement” – formerly known as 
the “Airport Facilities 
Directory.” (I’m having trouble 
getting used to the new name.)

I used to be a renter. I bought my 
first airplane, a Flight Design 
CTLS, about six years ago. This 
unleashed me from rent-a-plane 
constraints, and I have taken full 
advantage of  it by flying around the 
United States and Canada – literally 
from coast to coast. So I speak with 
self-granted authority that our 
Friday Harbor Airport is one of  the 
best. Small things like non-faded 
bright orange windsocks, good 

surface lighting, and well manicured 
grounds make me glad to call FHR 
my home airport. The vistas on 
departure are stunning – islands, 
mountains, and blue waters. 
Runway 16 is the preferred runway 
for departure, but I confess to 
favoring the Mount Baker, town, 
and harbor views when the winds 
dictate a runway 34 departure. 

Another benefit of  flying around the 
San Juans is our proximity to 
Canada. A flight to Victoria in a 
Cessna 172 is about fifteen minutes 
compared to about an hour to 
Seattle. This segues into a hot topic 
these days, FAA Medical Reform -- 
whereby a pilot’s driver’s license is 
proof  of  fitness to fly a plane. Will 
Canada follow suit? 

Go to the Canadian Owners and 
Pilots Association website and look 
for an article titled, “No Medical 
Reform in Canada.” The title says it 
all. The first sentence reads, 
“Transport Canada has no plans to 
follow the U.S. in relaxing medical 
requirements for private pilots.” The 
article goes on to say that Transport 
Canada is aware of  the U.S. medical 
reform but there is no reason to 
emulate the U.S. That seems like 
pretty firm language, but in reading 
the article I sense a loophole having 
to do with Canada’s category 4 
medical obtained through self-
declaration. Does this mean U.S. 
pilots will be able to fly to Canada 
without a medical? This will have to 
be sorted out by people above my 
pay-grade. Stay tuned.
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Friday, October 28, Noon
End of the Month
Brownbag Lunch
Mullis Fire Station

SAVE THE DATE:
Annual Holiday Dinner
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Always Aviate Better
By Dan Deshon

There’s nothing quite like the 
satisfaction of  making a great 
landing. As pilots we have 
invented jargon to describe that 
elusive perfect touchdown; 
“Grease job”, a “squeaker”, to 
“roll it on”.

Every pilot knows the landing is 
the exclusive measuring stick for 
our passengers to judge our 
piloting skill. We could’ve been 
lost and on the wrong frequency 
for half  the flight, but no matter, 
make a feather soft touchdown 
upon arrival and we are deemed 
the greatest pilot to ever apply 
carb heat in a 172.

Why does it seem much more 
difficult to make good landings 
when we have passengers aboard? 
Or when a crowd of  plane 
spotters are watching from 
Ernie’s Cafe? I suspect it isn’t. I 
suspect, if  we are honest with 
ourselves, our landings aren’t 
really much better when we are 
flying solo and nobody’s around.

The true cause of  less than stellar 
landings is surprisingly straight-
forward. Most pilots don’t fly 
enough and when we do fly we 
are lacking two important 
checklist items. First, we don’t 
practice maneuvers. Second, we 
need to challenge ourselves to 
always aviate better. We need to 
make a promise to ourselves that 
every time we fly, we will try to 
conduct every aspect of  the flight 
perfectly. 

Time for a show of  
hands. In the last six 
months have you 
practiced slow flight? 
How about stalls? 
Steep turns, engine 
failures, short & soft 
field take offs and 
landings? How about 
go-arounds? Slips? 

Is anyone’s hand still 
up? If  yours is not it’s 
time to go flying.

Let’s begin with a 
flight plan. We can 
conduct our next 
flight with an 
instructor, with a 
safety pilot, or solo -- 
but take the time to 
conduct a pre-flight briefing. (If  
you are solo you may want to do 
this silently, or you may find less 
people who are willing to fly with 
you later).

Make a checklist of  maneuvers 
to be performed and consider 
how those maneuvers correlate 
to real-world flying. For example, 
have you considered why slow 
flight is such a critical maneuver 
to master? Why do we perform 
slow flight at all?

While we seldom if  ever putter 
along at 40 KIAS at altitude, we 
do put our airplane into slow 
flight at least twice on each flight, 
takeoff  and landing. For a few 
seconds the airplane is on the 
back side of  the power curve, and 

possessing an expert level of  
understanding of  this “region of  
reversed command” is crucial 
during these moments. As an 
added bonus it will also allow you 
to make better landings.

Don’t save your flying lessons only 
for those times you are with a 
CFI. Every flight can be a lesson 
and every flight is a chance to 
aviate better. Go up and work on 
all your maneuvers, including 
engine failures; even engine 
failures after takeoff.

If  you’re thinking that might not 
be safe you are correct. That is 
unless you have a plan.

Consider this. Climb up to 3,000 
feet over False Bay and pretend 
that 3,000 feet is field elevation. 

continued  next page

Dan in Cockpit    
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ANOTHER 
REASON TO  
MUTE YOUR 
CELL PHONE 
BEFORE YOU 
PREFLIGHT….

SJPA board member, Mike 
Taylor, dug up this little 
jewel from a Bank industry 
newsletter. 
 
NO MULTITASKING: 

Research by the US Naval 

Research Laboratory finds that 

when people are interrupted for 

2.8 seconds the risk of making an 

error doubles, while increasing the 

interruption to 4.4 seconds triples 

the risk.

Now you can conduct engine 
failures that occur after takeoff  in 
safety. This technique will allow you 
to develop your own personal 
minimums for attempting a return 
to the field after engine failure, and 
you can improve your piloting skills 
by actually practicing the 
emergency.

Landings themselves, like 
everything in flying, can always be 
improved. This holds true for the 
silver-haired super-jumbo Captain 
or the 40 hour light-sport pilot. We 
can always aviate better. Isn’t the 
endless challenge of  flying what 
draws us in?

Once maneuvers have been 
brought up to proficiency it’s time 
to polish our pattern work, takeoffs 
and landings. Adjust your patterns 
until you are flying the perfect 
distance from the runway on each 
leg of  the pattern, right at traffic 
pattern altitude. Tiny, constant 
power changes are required to keep 

the airspeed precisely on target. 
The goal is always a stabilized 
approach. On final your glide path 
angle, centerline control, airspeed 
and pitch attitude must be as close 
to perfect as possible, and each 
attempt should be more precise 
than the last.

During the flair be sure to shift your 
visual reference point to the far end 
of  the runway. Using peripheral 
vision to judge height is much 
better than focusing on a spot in 
front of  the nose. Keep the 
centerline between the mains and 
hold the airplane off  by smoothly 
pulling more back pressure as 
airspeed diminishes.    

Chirp, chirp, okay that one was 
pretty good! Now let’s go up again 
for one more. I’m sure this last 
landing is going to be perfect. 

Do you think anyone will be 
watching?

continued from previous page

Dan with Roy Franklin
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Everywhere I look, lakes and 
runways. Comforting – the 
runways! My Europa XS and 
10,000 other aircraft visited the 
busiest airport in the world this 
week. Now over Minnesota, on my 
way home from a pilot’s paradise, 
Oshkosh. I’m headed back to the 
quiet of  San Juan Island, planning 
a night over in Montana to break 
up the trip. Raining, ceilings 
keeping me low. My panel tells me 
4,700 msl, 140 knots, 5.3 g.p.h. 
Feeling the need to get higher to 
get the best out of  the Rotax 
Turbo, I look for 8,000+ msl and a 
160 knot cruise-maybe a little bit 
better fuel economy. The Europa is 
in it’s element, comfortable 44 
inch wide cockpit, quiet, solid feel, 
and nimble.

Europa, produced in England, set 
out to develop an aircraft that has 
speed, economy, and could be 
built and kept at home, and is easy 
to rig and derig with a purpose 
built trailer. In the mid 90’s the 
Classic retractable mono wheel 
became a reality. A few years later, 
with many improvements, the 
Europa XS mono, a trike version, 
and a glider wings option were 
added. All were designed and built 

and tested against rigid JAR-VLA 
requirements.

The mono version is a “tail 
dragger” and comes with all its 
traits! However, you cannot wheel 
land since the tail wheel is needed 
for steerage once the rudder loses 
authority. Otherwise you would be 
balancing on one point, the main 
mono wheel! Other than a few 
landing quirks to master, the 
Europa XS mono is an airplane 
with a lot of  performance, 43 knot 
stall, 170 knot max cruise, and a 
700 mile range. 

Today about 600 Europas are 
flying in 33 countries and another 
400 are in various stages of  
construction. Europa is designed 
around the Rotax 912 and 914 
engines, though some in the U.S. 
have other non-standard power. 

I’ve been flying behind Rotax for 
over 20 years, and the fan has 
never stopped! Rotax has 
produced 175,000 aircraft engines 
with 48,798,000 hours. The 
“other” Rotax produced engines 
bring the total manufactured to 
over 7 million. Most of  the Light 
Sports are running 912S, 100 HP 
engines. Recently Rotax added 
fuel injection and is about to 
release the 915, 135 HP.

The Europa, all composite, is my 
second experimental. Both are 
Rotax powered, but my first was 
tube and fabric. Twenty years ago 
my interest in experimentals grew, 
with the freedom to build and the 
access to new technology not 
available for certified. Not 
everyone is a builder, but you know 
if  you are. I enjoy it and the 
rewards are lifetime fulfilling. The 

Europa meets my 
needs, and I plan on 
keeping it. I can’t 
imagine a 
replacement – well, 
maybe a fuel injected 
turbo. That would be 
cool!

Europa XS
By Jerry Rehn
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10,000 Lakes

Panel over Minnesota

Warm and dry.
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We recently built a Sportsman, and the wings fold 
parallel to the fuselage.  The aircraft, like a Cessna 172 
is a high wing, 4 place, tricycle or tail-dragger. But the 
wings fold in a few minutes permitting the plane to be 
towed like a trailer, or stowed in a smaller space.  

The hinge mechanism is interesting.  Check the link 
below for a video. The hinge point is near the aft, 
inboard corner of  each wing. The main spar is 
anchored to the fuselage as usual, near the forward 
inboard corner, but is detachable there. To fold the 
wing, a person at the wing tip moves (not carries) the 

wing, while another removes a cotter key and pin from 
the root of  the spar (green in the picture), inside the 
fuselage.  Then the wing is hinged aft, the load carried 
mainly by the wing strut that is attached near the 
middle of  the spar. The leading edge of  the wing is 
stabilized temporarily by a thin rod, that provides a 
triangle of  support. The feature that I was not 
expecting is that unlike the Cessna, the wing strut is 
not perpendicular to the fuselage.  It angles forward 
from its lower anchor point aft of  the main entry door. 

So there is one additional item on the pre-flight 
inspection not found in the Cessna … check the cotter 
key holding the main spar to the rest of  the plane!

Click here for a video 
on the process:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?
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The Glasair Wing 
Folding Mechanism 
by Dennis Willows

Top Photo: The wing pivots at a hinge point near the inboard aft corner, and is 
stabilized temporarily by a thin aluminum rod.  

Left Photo: The wing, carried by the strut, folds almost to the rudder.
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Update: Sending in 
Newsletter Items

Send your upcoming events, news 
updates, flying stories, helpful advice, 
interesting photos and more to 
darrylswenson@gmail.com. Pictures 
can be PDFs or JPEGs medium to high 
resolution and text can be typed in 
nearly any word processing program 
or just sent in the body of the e-mail. 
Deadline for the October edition is 
October 25.
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The UFOs Have Landed!
By John Geyman

Our annual gathering of  United Flying Octogenarians, in 
conjunction with Wright Brothers Master Pilots, happened at 
Ernie’s at Friday Harbor Airport on Wednesday, August 24th. We 
had more than 50 attendees, including pilots’ spouses, the largest 
turnout since we started here 11 years ago. They came from as 
far east as Spokane, as far south as Cameron Park, California, 
and as far north as Ferndale. Ages ranged from 80 to 92. 

The stories were great, and some even true; they get better every 
year! There were 15 incoming airplanes. Carlo Franciosi, 
approaching 79 as our cadet in training, helped Stuart Hansen 
with getting pilots back and forth from eastside parking. 

The picture above shows our group, including Frank and Sandra 
Brame, Don and BJ Craddock, John and Emily Geyman, Shirley 
Owens, and Wally Weaver from our island.  

The UFOs were started in 1982 by a group of  about 25 aviators 
80 or more years of  age who were still flying. Today there are 
more than 1,400 UFOs across the country, many of  whom are 
still flying. Our oldest member is 103. Our regional coordinator 
for the Pacific Northwest is Bill Weber, 92, who flew over from 
Spokane in a Cessna 182.  
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SAN JUAN PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP

Know a pilot who you 
don’t see on this list? 
Invite them to join!

Expert Aircraft Maintenance 
in Friday Harbor 

San Juan Air Maintenance
Sid Smith • 360 378 6324

mechsmith@rockisland.com

San Juan Islands’ premier aviation 
destination with full-service airport 
offering US Customs point of entry, 
aviation fuel, repair & maintenance, 

& flight instruction opportunities.
Phone (360) 378-4724

http://www.portfridayharbor.org/airport/ 

Christine & Patrick offer friendly 
& timely service in a comfortable atmosphere 

with great food & reasonable prices.”
744 Airport Circle Drive in Friday Harbor

360 378 6605
www.facebook.com/Ernies-Cafe-157511244289584/

Serving the San Juan Islands with 
Pilot Training, Charter & Scenic Flights,

Office 360 378 6991
www.westwindav.com

Serving the San Juan Islands with
Air Ambulance Service, Charter Flights, 

Pilot Training & Scenic Flights
Introductory air ambulance 

membership is $39 per year or 
$119 for three years covers you, 

your spouse or domestic partner and 
other dependents living with you.

Office 360 378 2376
www.islandairambulance.com

Thank you to our sponsors:

Hugh	Allen
Nancy	Auth

Travis	Ayers

Richard	Babbi<

Susan	
Beauchamp

Steve	Billmyer

FH	Brame

Bob	Brunkow

Lanny	Carver

Roz	Casad
Chris	Chouinard

Louis	Coleman

Al	Commins

James	Coose

Jim	Cox

Don	Craddock

James	Crossley

Teresa	De	Graaff

Cort	dePeyster

Loren	Deshon
Dan	Deshon

Paul	Dosse<

Thomas	Eades

Ted	Fitzgerald

Gordon	Fowler

C.C./L.M.	
Franciosi

Bill	Geisy

Greg	
Gerhardstein
John	Geyman

Burk	Gossom

James	Gruneisen

Paul	
Hammerstad

Stuart	Hansen

Mike	Harrington

Kent	Howell

Jackie	Island	Air

John	Kalbert

David	&	Helen	
King

Stuart	Mac	
Pherson

Diana	Macel

David	
Marsaudon

Bruce	MarPn

Robert	MaPsse

Susan	Mazzarella

Craig	Melvin
Arthur	Miller

Bob	Miller

Willaim	
Morrissey

George	Mulligan

Bill	Myer

Kenneth	Nilsson

David	Pass

Kevin	Peterson

Gerald	Rehn
Bill	Robinson

Tom	Schramm

Fred	
Schumacher

Win	Seipp

Gregory	Simon

Darryl	Swenson

Robert	Tauser

Michael	Taylor

Chris	Teren
Victoria	
Thalacker

Rick	Thompson

Jeff	Traynor

Robert	Trip

Marco	Vitulli

Gary	Williams

Dennis	Willows

John	Sieberts

David	Schroder

Glasair is one of the largest kit plane manufacturers. Our “Two Weeks To Taxi” 
program allows you to go from a kit to an airworthy Sportsman in just two weeks!

Located in Arlington, Washington • (360) 435-8533 • www.glasairaviation.com
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