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President’s Corner
As we finish out 2016, I look back on 
our SJPA year with fondness. 
Membership has increased and so has 
enthusiasm. We have provided 
education in aerial photography, 
changes in airspace procedures in 
Western Washington and use of  iPads in 
aviation. Dean Riley, one of  Friday 
Harbor Airport’s aircraft mechanics, 
showed our brown bag lunch group 
examples of  mechanical anomalies 
(that’s a pretty safe word to use here) on 
aircraft that have turned up in his shop. 
Seeing these pictures was an eye opener. 

After awarding 4 generous scholarships 
in 2015 and 2 more this year, SJPA 
maintains over $32,000 in the John Volk 
Scholarship fund. Grants from this 
endowment will again be available to 
students in 2017.  If  you know of  
suitable applicants please alert them to 
contact the SJ Island Community 
Foundation for application materials in 
April. 

Our commitment to helping young 
people become involved in aviation has 
recently expanded. Last year, we led a 
weekly lecture series at Friday Harbor 
High School – exposing aviation to 
students in the STEM program -- 
Science Technology Engineering & 

Math. This year we are working to offer 
students a pilot’s ground school.  

Improvements are always being made at 
Friday Harbor Airport. Stuart Hansen, 
airport manager, indicates that our new 
PAPI (Precision Approach Path 
Indicator) equipment is up and running. 
Pilots are reporting that they are able to 
see these from many miles away. The 
Port of  Friday Harbor is also making 
progress to improve clearance facilities 
for U.S. Customs and Border protection 
at the airport. As a frequent customer, I 
look forward to anything that will make 
the clearing experience better for pilots 
and U.S. Customs agents. Other 
improvements are forthcoming. My vote 
is for more hangars on the field and a 
first-class pilot’s clubhouse.  

Finally, we are proud to have SJPA 
member Jim Cox in our midst. He will 
soon be receiving the FAA Wright 
Brothers Master Pilot Award. It is the 
most prestigious recognition that the 
FAA issues to pilots and is awarded only 
to those who have “exhibited 
professionalism, skill, and aviation 
expertise for at least 50 years while 
piloting aircraft as Master Pilots.” Jim is 
scheduled to receive this award on 
January 27, 2017. Watch for details.  
Well done, Jim. 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS
 
January 10th
Newsletter Articles Due 
for January / February
Send to Stuart Hansen: 
stuarth@portfridayharbor.org 
 
February 9th, 2017
Potlluck Location TBD 
 
January 27, February 24 
& March 31, 2017
End of Month  
Brownbag Lunch
Location TBD 
 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Northwest Aviation 
Conferenc & Trade Show
February 25-27, 2017 
 
Sun ‘N Fun, Lakeland, FL
April 4-9
 
 
SJPA Board Members
Darryl Swenson, President
Chris Chouinard, Vice President 
Craig Melvin, Treasurer 
Carla Higginson, Attorney of Record 
Dennis Willows
Kevin Peterson  
Mike Taylor
Stuart Hansen
Mari Peterson
Bob Tauscher,  
    Immediate Past President
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Dean Riley pointed out several interesting, even compelling examples of  AD and maintenance issues to SJPA 
members.
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Where Are They Now? John Volk Memorial Scholars 2015-2016 
By Dennis Willows 

Nick Armstrong 

Now a Freshman at the 
University of  Washington 
in a pre-engineering 
major, I am taking classes 
on Calculus, English, and 
an open ended 
Engineering Course. I am 
working hard at my studies 
in order to be accepted 
into either the Electrical 
Engineering or Computer 

Science departments to work on drones.  

 
Levi Demaris 

I am applying for the Coast 
Guard College Student 
Pre-commissioning 
Program and nominated to 
be in the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary newsletter for the 
San Juan's. I am working 
on a BS in Aeronautics 
with minors in Homeland 
Security, Human Factors, 

Aviation Safety at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, in Daytona Florida.  

 
Tyla Lynn McKay 

After a year at Central 
Oregon Community 
College I’ve decided to 
take a more hands-on 
approach to realize my 
dream as a flight attendant.  
I now work at Roche 
Harbor Resort in the food 
and beverage service and 
hope to enroll in the 
International Air and 
Hospitality Academy. 

Cassidy Quigley 

Currently starting my 
sophomore year at the UW, 
pursuing a degree in 
mechanical engineering. I 
am currently taking 
calculus 3, 
electromagnetism physics, 
and a general education 
class. I’ve also joined a club 
called Engineers Without 

Borders working with a team to make devices to test 
for polio virus in remote locations.  

 
Matt Stepita 

In my second year in 
Bellingham at Western 
Washington University, I 
am taking Logic, Calculus, 
and Organismal Biology 
and living with three other 
housemates with interests 
in the STEM fields. Last 
year I particularly enjoyed 
3 Chemistry classes and 2 

in Biology. When not studying I like to go hiking and 
kayaking. 

 
Grace Willows 

Currently a freshman at 
Georgia Tech in Atlanta, 
I’m taking core classes as 
well as major-specific, 
material science 
engineering. And I joined 
the Yellow Jackets Flying 
Club that hosts meetings 
and events regularly. I plan 
to keep up my academics, 

do some flying, and play clarinet in a Klezmer band 
at Tech! 

http://www.sanjuanpilots.org
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Update on FAA  
plans for KFHR  
By Stuart Hansen,  
Manager, Friday Harbor Airport 

I	thought	I	would	take	a	moment	to	give	an	
update	about	the	Friday	Harbor	Airport	(KFHR).	
Our	recent	project	of	new	PAPI	equipment	is	up	
and	running	and	appears	to	serve	its	purpose	
very	well	as	many	pilots	have	told	me	that	they	
can	see	them	from	many	miles	away.	

The	next	few	projects	such	as	the	rebuilding	of	
the	taxilane	that	starts	at	the	ramp	and	conGnues	
past	Island	Air	and	AeronauGcal	Services	then	
ends	at	gate	four	have	been	put	on	hold	by	the	
FAA.	

The	FAA	is	requiring	the	airport	to	change	its	
standards	from	an	Airport	Reference	Code	(ARC)	
B1	to	ARC	B2	airport	with	the	design	aircraM	
being	the	Cessna	Caravan.	The	design	aircraM	is	
one	that	has	500	or	more	operaGons	at	the	
airport	in	a	year	and	since	KFHR	is	nearer	to	5,000	
operaGons	a	year	from	ARC	B2	aircraM,	the	FAA	
states	that	it	is	Gme	for	the	change.	

The	ARC	B2	aircraM	has	a	wingspan	of	49	feet	or	
more,	and	a	Cessna	Grand	Caravan	wingspan	is	
52’	1”.	So	KFHR	will	have	to	relocate	some	of	its	
surfaces	and	structures	to	meet	these	new	
standards.	An	example	is	the	taxiway	that	
parallels	the	runway	and	may	even	include	some	
building	setbacks.			But	we	do	not	yet	know	
because	the	process	first	requires	a	Master	Plan	
developed	for	the	airport,	and	to	do	this	we	must	
first	hire	an	aviaGon	planning	firm.			Even	before	
that,	we	must	publicize	a	Request	for	
QualificaGons	(RFQ),	and	this	will	allow	the	Port	
of	Friday	Harbor	to	chose	a	suitable	firm.	

Stand	by	for	more	informaGon	in	the	January-
February		SJPA	Newsle^er.

AME’s Corner 
Dr. Susan Mahoney, 
Peace Island Medical 
Center  

On July 15, 2016 
President Obama signed 
into law H.R.636 that 
changes the general 
aviation medical 
examination 
requirements for third class pilots. Exactly how this 
legislative action will be put into effect is still a work in 
progress. We do know that an initial Aviation Medical 
Examiner (AME) medical exam will be required when 
becoming a pilot. If  a pilot has had an AME medical 
examination in the last 10 years, that will be accepted.  

Now, the parts which are still undetermined:  

1. An on-line course requirement every 2 years. Will it be 
as comprehensive as ground school written exam? Will it 
be just a check-list of  medical conditions that you can 
self-certify? If  you answer yes to a certain topic, will there 
be additional documentation required? If  you have a 
DUI, will you be automatically grounded? The details 
will be important. 

2. Special issuance. Will there continue to be extra 
safeguards for conditions that can cause sudden 
impairment while flying such as a seizure disorder, sleep 
apnea, and recent heart attack or a "mini stroke"? 

3. Every 4 years, having your private physician sign off  
that you are safe to fly. Will they be willing to assume that 
responsibility? How long will you have to have known 
that physician to qualify as your private physician? Will 
they know more about your history and be less likely to 
sign off ?  

4. There are concerns that insurance costs for pilots and 
aircraft my increase significantly. 

The FAA has until September 2017 to begin the new 
process. Until then, the steps to maintain a current 
medical certificate remain the same. 

http://www.sanjuanpilots.org
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In the early years of  WW2 Whidbey Island Naval 
Airbase was base to Consolidated PBY amphibian 
aircraft squadrons for final training prior to wartime 
deployment.  My father, Will Bevens, was a PBY pilot 
in patrol squadron VPB-43.  Will discovered the San 
Juan Islands by bombing Flattop Island just north of  
San Juan Island. OK….not the explosive types; 

practice bombs using 
weighted flour filled bags.  
Not too damaging but 
allowed my father to 
experience, in a most 
unique way, our beautiful 
islands. 

Will then deployed to the 
Aleutians where weather 
presented the biggest 
wartime challenge.  When I 
was learning to fly my 
father related a wartime 
patrol out of  Dutch 
Harbor.  A half  hour into 
the patrol the navigator’s 
‘fix’ told them they were 

already two hundred miles from base.  Not bad for a 
patrol airplane that cruised at 110 knots.  Quickly 
turning around, the 18 to 22 year old crew reached 
base twelve hours later – many hours spent debating 

flying to the alternate airport in Hawaii!  Will received 
an Air Medal in early 1945 for rescuing a couple 
dozen army soldiers trapped in the 1945 Yukon River 
flood.  Dodging ice and debris in the fast moving 
flooding river Will made a number of  very difficult 
water landings to rescue these troops.  Weather, not 
the Japanese, proved a far greater challenge to these 
young flyers. 

My father, a native of  Portland and Tacoma, spent 
many years in the Naval Reserves at Sandpoint NAS 
after WW2.  In the late 1950’s my parents purchased a 
lot near Limestone Point which has remained a family 
retreat.  When my husband and I grew tired after a 
few decades planning urban areas around the world, 
we built a house on San Juan Island.  Our daughter, 
Mari, inherited her grandfather’s passion for flying 
and is now a commercial pilot working for Westwind 
Aviation.  Two years ago Mari was offered an 
opportunity to co-pilot Paul Walton’s SNB from 
Indianapolis to Friday Harbor.  Mari discovered that 
the SNB was two serial numbers different from the 
SNB that her grandfather logged man hours in during 
his time with the Navy.  What a thrill to experience an 
aircraft her grandfather flew! 

Bombing Flattop Island resulted in three generations 
on San Juan Island!   

Bombing the San Juan Islands:  
Finding home in the San Juan’s by bombing the Archipelago 
By Ann Peterson 
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Lieutenant Commander  
Will Bevens

 

Left: Ferrous Cumulus 
was a normal cloud 
condition that PBY 
pilots coped with. 

 

More pictures  
on next page 

http://www.sanjuanpilots.org
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continued from previous page   
FINDING A HOME 
IN THE ISLANDS 

 
Right: Imagine the deplorable conditions 
ground crew had to cope with in the 
Aleutians during WW2 

Left: Paul Walton’s 
beautiful SNB 

 
Right: A rare clear 
day in the Aleutian 
campaign.
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You likely know Glasair Aviation from these pages or 
flying around these parts, and know that we’re based at 
the Arlington Municipal Airport. 

Did you also know we’ve been producing highly 
regarded composite aircraft since 1979, long before 
Boeing introduced its high tech 787?  (As a testament 
to our pioneering contribution to aircraft construction, 
two early Glasairs hang in Boeing’s Future of  Flight 
exhibition hall in Everett.) 

As businesses must, Glasair Aviation has evolved to 
meet changing times. In the beginning we were 
Stoddard-Hamilton Aviation, and we produced kits for 
building fast, sleek, low-wing aircraft. The company’s 
first plane, the Glasair, was an instant hit, and the team 
returned from Oshkosh with more than 100 orders in 
hand. The 1980s saw the introduction of  Glasair II, II-
S and III. More than 1,500 Glasair-series kits were 
sold, and many fly regularly today. 

In the 1990s market interest shifted from ultra-fast 
airplanes that required above-average building and 

flying skills toward aircraft easier to construct and 
more versatile in nature. In 1994 the company 
responded with the GlaStar, a high-wing two-seater 
with composite airframe and aluminum wings. Design 
emphasized utility, performance, strength and safety. 
Options included tricycle and taildragger landing gear, 
floats and skis. 

In 2006 Glasair transitioned to the Sportsman, a four-
seat version of  the GlaStar. As it did, it again led the 
experimental aircraft industry by introducing its Two 
Weeks to Taxi program, the first builder-assist offering 
of  its kind. (Builders purchasing the program come to 
Arlington to assemble their Sportsman under the 
guidance of  factory technicians; after 14 days they 
have an FAA-certified airworthy plane.) 

Glasair continues to evolve: Last April it received FAA 
certification to sell its fully built (non-kit) light sport 
aircraft, the Merlin SLSA. Beta models are now in 
construction and general sales will begin in 2017. 
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Glasair Aviation – Leading the Way Since 1979  
by Rick Paul -  Marketing Communications,  Glasair Aviation 

Top Photo: Grace and Angus Willows building a 
wing 

Right Photo: Fat tire sportsman in AK 

 

The Merlin
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I am a 17 year old high school 
student from Salt Lake City, close 
by the Alta Ski area, and I visited 
my grandfather, George Mulligan 
in Friday Harbor in summer ‘16.  
He gave me an opportunity for 
basic flight training (with CFI Lou 
Coleman), and practice in a 
Bellanca Decathlon. There is no 
better place to learn how to fly nor 
people to help.  I soloed in 17 days!  

My goal of  solo flight in a 
tailwheel aircraft would not have 
been possible without supportive 
teachers who critiqued my flights, 
an encouraging family, and an 
Aviation Medical Examiner who 
helped me get a FAA physical in 
time for my solo.  

Learning in the Decathlon was 
challenging at first, but after a 

week my stick and rudder skills 
developed, and most importantly I 
had a lot of  fun! The Decathlon is 
docile and forgiving as a trainer. I 
spent 22.5 hours flying with my 
grandfather and 14 hours with my 
instructor. I also did 10 hours of  
ground school. The sense of  

accomplishment I felt after my solo 
flight was beyond anything I have 
experienced, even better than 
basketball, and I would do it all 
again if  I could.   
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Jackson Sponaugle and G'father George Mulligan  

Solo in a tail dragger 
at KFHR! 
By Jackson Sponaugle 

With Decathlon

Update: Sending in 
Newsletter Items
 
Send your upcoming events, news updates, 
flying stories, helpful advice, interesting photos 
and more to Stuart Hansen: 
stuarth@portfridayharbor.org.  
Pictures can be PDFs or JPEGs medium to high 
resolution and text can be typed in nearly any 
word processing program or just sent in the 
body of the e-mail. Deadline for the January / 
February edition is January 10th.

mailto:?subject=
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SAN JUAN PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERS

 
Expert Aircraft Maintenance  

in Friday Harbor  
San Juan Air Maintenance 
Sid Smith • 360 378 6324 

mechsmith@rockisland.com 
 

 
San Juan Islands’ premier aviation 
destination with full-service airport  
offering US Customs point of entry,  
aviation fuel, repair & maintenance,  

& flight instruction opportunities. 
Phone (360) 378-4724 

http://www.portfridayharbor.org/airport/  
 
 

Christine & Patrick offer friendly  
& timely service in a comfortable atmosphere 

with great food & reasonable prices.” 
744 Airport Circle Drive in Friday Harbor 

360 378 6605 
www.facebook.com/Ernies-Cafe-157511244289584/ 

 

Serving the San Juan Islands with  
Pilot Training, Charter & Scenic Flights, 

Office 360 378 6991 
www.westwindav.com

Serving the San Juan Islands with 
Air Ambulance Service, Charter Flights, 

Pilot Training & Scenic Flights 
Introductory air ambulance  

membership is $39 per year or  
$119 for three years covers you,  

your spouse or domestic partner and 
other dependents living with you. 

Office 360 378 2376 
www.islandairambulance.com 

Thank you to our sponsors:

Hugh	Allen	
Nancy	Auth	
Travis	Ayers	
Richard	Babbi^	
Susan	
Beauchamp	
Steve	Billmyer	
FH	Brame	
Bob	Brunkow	
Lanny	Carver	
Roz	Casad	
Chris	Chouinard	
Louis	Coleman	
Al	Commins	
James	Coose	
Jim	Cox	
Don	Craddock	
James	Crossley	
Teresa	DeGraaff	
Cort	dePeyster	
Loren	Deshon	
Dan	Deshon	
Paul	Dosse^	
Sean	Dulaney	
Thomas	Eades	
Ted	Fitzgerald	
Gordon	Fowler	
C.C.	&	L.M.	
Franciosi	
Bill	Geisy	
Greg	
Gerhardstein	
John	Geyman	
Lee	Giles	III		
Burk	Gossom	
James	Gruneisen	
Paul	Hammerstad	
Jackie	Hamilton	
Stuart	Hansen	
Mike	Harrington	
Carla	Higginson	
Kent	Howell	
Jackie	Island	Air	
John	Kalbert	
David	&	  
Helen	King	

Stuart	 
Mac	Pherson	
Diana	Macel	
David	Marsaudon	
Bruce	MarGn	
Robert	MaGsse	
Pat	Mayo	
Susan	Mazzarella	
Craig	Melvin	
Arthur	Miller	
Bob	Miller	
William	
Morrissey	
George	Mulligan	
Bill	Myer	
Daniel	&	Susan  
Nelson	
Kenneth	Nilsson	
David	Pass	
Kevin	Peterson	
Gerald	Rehn	
Dean	Riley	
Bill	Robinson	
Tom	Schramm	
David	Schroder	
Fred	Schumacher	
Dan	&	Kathy	
Schwartz	
Win	Seipp	
John	Sieberts	
Gregory	Simon	
Darryl	Swenson	
Robert	Tauscher	
Michael	Taylor	
Chris	Teren	
Victoria	
Thalacker	
Rick	Thompson	
Jeff	Traynor	
Robert	Trip	
Marco	Vitulli	
Lainey	Volk	
Paul	Walton	
Gary	Williams	
Dennis	Willows	
Grace	Willows		

Glasair is one of the largest kit plane manufacturers. Our “Two Weeks To Taxi” 
program allows you to go from a kit to an airworthy Sportsman in just two weeks! 

Located in Arlington, Washington • (360) 435-8533 • www.glasairaviation.com 
 

Know a pilot who you 
don’t see on this list? 
Invite them to join!

http://www.islandairambulance.com
http://www.westwindav.com
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http://www.westwindav.com
http://www.glasairaviation.com
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http://livepage.apple.com/
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