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President’s Corner
Spring is right around the 
corner, and that means great 
flying weather is ahead if  you 
don’t count a little extra 
turbulence. We’re so lucky to 
have the beauty of  the San 
Juan Islands and Western 
Washington right at our front 
door. 

Several SJPA pilots attended 
the annual Northwest 
Aviation Conference in 
Puyallup recently. This event 
is always vibrant, and this 
year seemed especially so. 
The cavernous exhibit hall was 
filled with booths promoting flying 
destinations, avionics, flight schools, flight 
safety, and more. The aisles in the convention 
center were crowded with enthusiastic 
participants. It was especially interesting to me 
to see several airlines represented there 
recruiting young pilots. I came away with the 
feeling that the aviation industry in the U.S. is 
healthy. 

There was an interesting moment in one of  
the seminars I attended. The speaker was 
making the point that if  we are in distress, we 
should never hesitate to declare an emergency. 
This brings all the resources of  Air Traffic 
Control to our aid. It allows us to ignore 
almost all of  the rules and restrictions of  
flying so we can concentrate only on landing 
safely. (Of  course we can’t ignore the “fly the 
airplane” rule.) The speaker, an ATP from 
Southern California, said that after a pilot 
declares an emergency and has safely landed, 
there is rarely any further communication or 
paperwork with the FAA. He should know. He 
told the audience that in the last ten years, he 
has declared an emergency twenty times, and 
there was only one time that he had to do any 
paperwork. And even then it was no big deal. 
If  you do the math, that means he declared 
an emergency on average once every six 
months. Phew! 

Mainland pilots fly to our islands for the 
proverbial $100 hamburger. I am a member 
of  an informal (read, disorganized) group of  
pilots, and we fly off  the island to the 

mainland on weekends for 
same. Typically there are 
about five airplanes on these 
weekend fly-outs. Good 
airport restaurants, such as 
Ernie’s at Friday Harbor 
Airport, are always a bonus. 
We have found good 
restaurants at Skagit, Port 
Townsend, and Arlington. 
Bellingham International has 
been devoid of  a restaurant 
for a few years. That’s about 
to change. In about a month 
a new Holiday Inn will open 
right in the airport. There 

was a booth at the NW Aviation Conference 
promoting Bellingham and Whatcom County 
tourism, and the menu for the new restaurant 
was there for all to see. It looks promising. 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 23rd 
for our annual “Honor Wall” celebration at 
the Franklin Terminal at Friday Harbor 
Airport. Each year we feature an island pilot 
who has made an outstanding contribution to 
the island aviation community. This year we 
will Honor Bob Jamieson who began his 
flying career at Snohomish Airport when he 
was thirteen years old. He soloed at age 
sixteen. He now has over 24,000 flight hours. 
Come to the ceremony and you can hear all 
the stories that took place between age 
thirteen and 24,000 hours. 

Would you like to become more involved in 
the SJPA? Consider serving on the board of  
directors. Members are always welcome to 
attend our monthly board meetings. Come to 
one and just be a fly on the wall and get a 
taste for what we do — no obligation. We 
meet on the first Thursday of  every month at 
5:15 PM. 

Lastly, the end of  the school year is drawing 
near. The San Juan Pilots Association has 
about $35,000 sitting in our scholarship fund. 
If  you know of  a high school student 
interested in aviation related studies, and is 
interested in getting lots of  free money, be 
sure to contact us.

 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS
 
April 4-9 
Sun ‘N Fun, Lakeland, FL
 
 
Friday, March 31st, Noon
End of the Month
Brownbag Lunch
Mullis Fire Station 
 
 
Sunday, April 23rd 

Annual “Honor Wall” 
Celebration 
Franklin Terminal, Friday 
Harbor Airport.  
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San Juan Pilots Association Holiday Dinner 
by Mari Peterson, Assistant Chief  Pilot, Westward Aviation 

Winter can be a quiet season in the San 
Juan Islands. Sometime between 
October and November we retreat from 
the wind and the rain into our warm 
homes, put our airplanes into their 
hangars for hibernation, and some of  us 
even go so far as to abandon our 
seasonal island paradise to seek refuge 
in warmer climates. 

Yet there is one event each winter that 
brings our aviation community together 
again. No, it’s not to go out flying, 
although the occasional crisp bluebird 
day has the CTAF completely jammed 
with pilots saying hello to friends they 
haven’t seen in a while (I’m at your 
twelve o'clock, you STILL don’t see me? 
*stepped-on transmission*). The reason 
we pilots leave our cozy abodes and 
brave this harsh winter weather to drive 
all the way into town is to attend one 
particular event. This is a hallowed 
event, mind you. Sacred, even. This 
event is the Annual San Juan Pilots 
Association Holiday Dinner. 

The SJPA Holiday Dinner is an 
important yearly tradition. Island 

perennials plan their family festivities 
around it, and everyone who isn’t able 
to attend is racked with guilt and 
remorse for months to follow. Each year 
the Holiday Dinner is like a fire roaring 
in a cold, snow-buried cabin. We find 
the warmth we’ve been missing from 
the weather in the company of  each 
other. 

This year’s dinner was no exception. 
Old friends greeted each other warmly, 

new friends were introduced, and the 
aviation community was rounded up 
together once again.  

Each year we are privileged enough to 
receive the company of  a guest who 
shares something valuable with all of  us. 
No, it isn’t the one who brings the 
beverages. This person shares with us a 
personal experience, a life story, or an 
achievement that is truly exceptional. 
We have had many notable speakers at 
these events, and they never fail to either 
teach us, inspire us, or both.  

This year’s featured speaker was 
Mike Schoonover (above). Mike 
told the story of  when he 
traversed the skies of  the lower 
48 in a Maule M4-180V. Now, 
one might hear this and think, 
“what an amazing way to spend 
a summer!” The truly impressive 
part about this, however, is that 
this trip was completed in less 
than one week. Yep, you read 
that right. Ready to be even 
more impressed? The 59 hours 
of  flight time, completed 
in only six days, were 

entirely hand flown. Fortunately 
for Mike, he was accompanied 
by his thirteen year old 
grandson, who played dual roles 
of  autopilot and alarm clock.  

All jokes aside, it was clear to see 
that the journey these two went 
on was much more than simply 
a fun summer excursion. As 
pilots, we know that just as much 
time and effort goes into the 

preflight as the actual trip itself. The 
amount of  effort it took to make that 
trip possible, the love that these two 
gentlemen clearly have for flying to sit 
with each other nonstop for six days, 
and the level of  dedication it took to 
follow the dream through are all 
incredibly inspiring.  

Watching Mike's presentation was an 
excellent reminder of  how the love of  
aviation is such a magical thing. It’s easy 
to get caught up in chronic cases of  
“get-there-itis” and to get upset when 
your airplane gets you to a city normally 
a four hour drive away in 49 minutes 
when it usually takes 40. The 
presentation highlighted the fact that 
spending six days in an airplane is 
tolerable. Daresay enjoyable. After all, it 
is this magical love of  aviation that gets 
us all out of  our warm, cozy homes 
each year to gather together.  

One of  the wonderful things about this 
group of  pilots we have in our little slice 
of  the northwest is the conviviality we 
all share - not only with each other, but 
with everyone in the community. Many 
events throughout the year bring us 
together for various reasons. Whether 
it’s to pat each other on the back for 
simply being pilots, gather to help a 
community member, or simply to enjoy 
each other’s company (thank goodness, 
people who don't give an instant blank 
stare as soon as the acronyms come out), 
Pilots Association events are a place of  
support and camaraderie. The Holiday 
Dinner is no exception.  

See you next year. 
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2/6/17 

Dear San Juan Pilots’ Association, 

Please forgive the late thank you and follow-up to the 
Museum of  Flight 7th grade field trip that happened on 
January 13th. Your $500.00 donation helped make this 
trip possible and affordable for the 54 students who 
participated.  

I believe this was the 9th year our 7th grade classes have 
visited the Museum of  Flight. Each year I poll our 
students for their recollections of  past field trips, and 
every year our 8th graders report that their 7th grade trip 
to the Museum of  Flight was one of  their favorite trips 
ever. It usually ranks right up there with their 5th grade 
trip to the Pacific Science Center and their 6th grade trip 
to Mountain School in the North Cascades. These 
responses show how valuable these types of  “hands-on” 
and physically active field trips are for students.  I believe 
their responses also reflect students’ natural inclinations to 
learn more about the history of  the world around them. 

This year, our Museum of  Flight trip was better than 
usual: Very few other school groups were there which 
meant we had little wait-time for the flight simulators – 
always a hot item on our trips. We also were able to visit 
the new Aviation Pavilion. This new pavilion is a large 
roofed (soon to be totally enclosed) area roughly the area 
of  a football field. It holds a wide and wonderful variety 
of  very large vintage aircraft going all the way back to a 
World War II B-17. Frankly, this was my favorite spot on 
the trip. 

I have attached a few photos to this email that show our 
students enjoying their visit. As you can see, there are 
smiling faces all around.  

Thank you again for your generous support of  our island 
students and their educational activities. And if  you 
haven’t been to the museum yourselves lately, I can highly 
recommend it!  

Sincerely, 

John McMain 

Friday Harbor Middle School Thank You From FH Middle School:
 
SJPA contributed $500 toward this field trip.
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Jean Mpouli of  the Seattle FAA field office awarded the 
Wright Brothers Master Pilot award to Jim Cox and his 
wife Judy. The award recognizes the 50 years of  flying 
that Jim has done in his career as an airforce, airliine, and 
private  pilot without ever ringing an FAA bell.   

Jim started his flying during Vietnam while in the USAF.  
He logged 300 hrs in trainers including the T33 and T37 
as well as the Piper Colt.  This was followed by 4,000 hrs 
in a C124.   

Following the military he became a commercial pilot for 
PSA,  (US Air) and logged another 20,000 hours flight as 
well as 5,000 hours simulation in the following aircraft; 
the 737, 727, L1011, L188, MD80, 757 and the 767.    

He has also logged another 650 hours in his own Beach 
F33A, based here in Friday Harbor. 

Congratulations Jim!!   

Note,  Jim and Judy each received a recognition pin of  this event.

Local Pilot receives award  
from the FAA 
By Bob Tauscher 
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(above) Jim Cox being awarded the Wright Brothers Master 
Pilot Award. Judy with the pin (below). 
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Another rare bird…… seen mid September, and 
photographed at Skagit Regional, tied down, taped 
shut, and looking lonely, with tires a little low on air.  I 
found its story online and it has an interesting history.  
However it needs some serious affection and further 
development to become commercially viable.   

There were only 7 of  the Adam A500 built.   One of  
its problems is apparently that with full fuel, its useful 
load is a little less than one large person.  Admittedly 
that is a serious problem - but aviation people don’t 
give up easily, and I wouldn’t be surprised if  it rises 
like the phoenix in some new configuration. It might 
do so from a hangar at KBVS where it is now kept.  
Thomas Hsueh who now owns the aircraft has 
indicated interest to redesign with 1000 lb less empty 
weight, one less engine (the forward one eliminated), 
and switched to turbine power.   

For more details, look it up here: https://
www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2011/
april/21/adam-a500-aircraft-to-rise-again

Unusual Flying Machine Seen Locally. 
By Dennis Willows 

What’s new at KFHR
By Stuart Hansen 

 
Recently the FAA has required the airport to 
review the 5 years Mod to Standards that was 
put in place in 2012. This review will be complete 
with a new Master Plan and Airport Layout Plan 
drawings and will shape the airport for the future. 
It is well known that ARC BII standards for the 
airport will be looked at again but also other 
items that will come up such as future hangar 
development, possible terminal expansion and 
improved instrument approach procedures. The 
Port of Friday Harbor has chosen Coffman 
Associates as the aviation planning firm to 
develop the new Master Plan.
 
The airport has recently completed a 
environmental assessment for removal of 
multiple obstructions around the airport area 
(mainly trees) that over the years have grown 
large enough to penetrate the part 77 airspace 
that surrounds the airport. The removal of these 
trees that are both on Port property and Private 
property will ensure that the current instrument 
approaches to the airport will not be altered or 
removed from service.

https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2011/april/21/adam-a500-aircraft-to-rise-again
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2011/april/21/adam-a500-aircraft-to-rise-again
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DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN? 
Photos provided by Stuart Hansen
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Photos from the 
Port of Friday 
Harbor Airport 
archives show a 
very different 
airport in the 
1990s. 
 
The new office 
being built (left)  
and a view to the  
terminal (below). 
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MORE PHOTOS  
FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 
 
 
Before the hangers  
were built to the 
southwest. 

The port logo hasn't changed 
much, but the emergency 
equipment sure has gotten 
more modern. 

 

During a 
windstorm,  
one plane didn’t 
fare so well.  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SAN JUAN PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERS

 
Expert Aircraft Maintenance  

in Friday Harbor  
San Juan Air Maintenance 
Sid Smith • 360 378 6324 

mechsmith@rockisland.com 
 

 
San Juan Islands’ premier aviation 
destination with full-service airport  
offering US Customs point of entry,  
aviation fuel, repair & maintenance,  

& flight instruction opportunities. 
Phone (360) 378-4724 

http://www.portfridayharbor.org/airport/  
 
 

Christine & Patrick offer friendly  
& timely service in a comfortable atmosphere 

with great food & reasonable prices.” 
744 Airport Circle Drive in Friday Harbor 

360 378 6605 
www.facebook.com/Ernies-Cafe-157511244289584/ 

 

Serving the San Juan Islands with  
Pilot Training, Charter & Scenic Flights, 

Office 360 378 6991 
www.westwindav.com

Serving the San Juan Islands with 
Air Ambulance Service, Charter Flights, 

Pilot Training & Scenic Flights 
Introductory air ambulance  

membership is $39 per year or  
$119 for three years covers you,  

your spouse or domestic partner and 
other dependents living with you. 

Office 360 378 2376 
www.islandairambulance.com 

Thank you to our sponsors:

Nancy	Auth	
Travis	Ayers	
Richard	Babbit	
Steve	Billmyer	
Frank	Brame	
Bob	Brunkow	
Chris	Chounard	
Louis	Coleman	
Al	Commins	
Jim	Cox	
Teresa	DeGraff	
Dan	DeShon	
Loren	DeShon	
Paul	DosseE	
Jason	Douglass	
Thomas	Eades	
Gordon	Fowler	
Carlos	Franciosi	
Greg	Gerhardstein	
John	Geyman	
Farhad	Ghatan		
Stuart	Hansen	
Carla	Higginson	
Robert	MaJsse	
Pat	Mayo	
William	Morrissey	
Susan	Nelson	
Gerald	Rehn	
Dean	Riley	
Tom	Schramm	
David	Schroder	
Fred	Schumacher	
Win	Seipp	
Gregory	Simon	
Adam	Summers		
Darryl	Swenson	
Robert	Tauscher	
J.P.	Taylor		
Micheal	Taylor	
Lainey	Volk	
Paul	Walton	
Thomas	White	
Dennis	Willows	
Grace	Willows	

Glasair is one of the largest kit plane manufacturers. Our “Two Weeks To Taxi” 
program allows you to go from a kit to an airworthy Sportsman in just two weeks! 

Located in Arlington, Washington • (360) 435-8533 • www.glasairaviation.com 
 

Not on the list?  
Did you pay your 
dues? See page 4  

for the form.
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